Wednesday, March 5,2014 


metronews.ca | twitter.com/metrohalifax | facebook.com/metrohalifax 







MORE THAN ONE 
WAY TO SHILL A CAT 

DAY 1 OF THE STASH PROJECT, IN WHICH 
WE TRY TO TURN THIS CAT INTO 
THE NEXT#WEBSUPERSTAR 
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Reflecting on pedestrian safety 


Empty gesture? Police 
hand out thousands of 
shiny arm bands in the 
wake of recent collisions 


DESERIE 

MURPHY 

halifax(§ metronews.ca 

It might make a good state¬ 
ment, but police passing out 
reflective arm bands will not 
put a stop to vehicle-pedes¬ 
trian accidents in the city, 
says Fall River resident Riley 
Jones. 

“Pedestrians in Halifax are 
notoriously confident on the 
road,” Jones said while walk¬ 
ing in the downtown core on 
Tuesday. 

“They feel like they own 
it; they expect drivers to 
always be able to stop for 
them.” 

Halifax police handed out 


Streets of rage' 


hundreds of reflective arm 
bands to pedestrians at the 
corner of Queen Street and 
Spring Garden Road on Tues¬ 
day afternoon in an effort to 
promote crosswalk safety. 

“The darker, colder and 
snowier months of the year 
seem to be more prevalent 
for accidents between ped¬ 
estrians and cars,” said Sgt. 
Dave Reynolds. 

“Add a little bit of snow 
or frost or rain onto a wind¬ 
shield ... and it’s one of those 
things that have obviously 
become a recipe for disaster.” 

Police hope the arm bands 
will make pedestrians more 
noticeable to drivers in low- 
visibility conditions. 

All told, police handed out 
about 3,000 arm bands Tues¬ 
day, with officers also active 
in Dartmouth, Bedford and 
the city’s west end. 

“Obviously (you) want 
people to feel comfortable on 
the streets and feel OK walk- 


Collisions 


51 

The number of pedestrians struck by 
vehicles so far this year, including 33 in 
crosswalks 


ing around, but I also think 
pedestrians need to give due 
respect to vehicles and watch 
out,” said Jones. 

However, some saw the 
issue differently. 

“It’s in everybody’s self-in¬ 
terest to watch out, but when 
it comes down to whose fault 
it is, more responsibility falls 
on the driver,” said Andrew 
Glencross from Halifax. 

Halifax’s most recent 
vehicle-pedestrian accident 
happened Monday even¬ 
ing when a vehicle struck a 
17-year-old woman pushing 
a baby in a stroller against 
the light at an intersection in 
Clayton Park. 

Luckily, neither the teen 
nor the baby were seriously 
hurt. 

“It’s a two-way street, and 
I think cars and pedestrians 
both need to step up and just 
really take their time,” Jones 
said. 


"It’s becoming more of a war between pedestrians 
and drivers. The more aggressive drivers get, the 
more aggressive pedestrians have to get.” 

Haligonian Andrew Glencross 




Stuck in a dead end job? Need a better income? 


Call TODAY to start I_| 
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Train for a promising career in Administration 
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Paralegal • Medical Office Administration 
Earn your Diploma in 52 weeks or less! 
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flying refined 


Score big! 

Up to 30% off base 
fares on Porter. 


Whether you’re going home or away, fly Porter 
this season and save up to 30% off base fares 
on all flights. To get your gloves on this great 
saving, book by Friday, March 7. 



Flights from Halifax. Book by March 7, 2014. Travel by July 30, 2014. Up to 21-day advance purchase may be required. One-way fares include all 
taxes, surcharges and mandatory fees. Additional charges may apply for checked baggage and other optional services* Fares starting from: 


MONTREAL 

2 x daily i 

OTTAWA 

3 x daily 

TORONTO 

4 x daily 

ST. JOHN’S 

2 x daily 

SAULTSTE. MARIE 

SUDBURY 

TIMMINS 

THUNDER BAY 

WINDSOR 

$167 

$171 

$186 

$118 

$298 

$293 

$293 

$298 

$293 




WASHINGTON 

Dulles 


$334 $334 


Book online or contact your travel agent. 


flyporter.com 


*Book by 11:59 pm Eastern Time March 7, 2014. Travel by July 30, 2014. Up to 21-day advance purchase may be required. Advertised fares may not be available April 18 - 21, 2014; May 16 -19, 2014 and June 27 - July 1,2014. 
Discount applies only to the regular base fare and does not apply to fees, taxes or surcharges. Advertised fares are subject to availability and may not be available through the entire travel period. Full fare breakdown available 
for all itineraries on flyporter.com. Fares quoted are one-way outbound in Firm Class. Inbound fares may differ. New bookings only. Fares include all applicable government-imposed taxes and mandatory fees, which may 
amount to as much as $150 one-way per passenger, depending on routing. Foreign taxes will fluctuate based on the prevailing exchange rate. Fees for optional services, such as itinerary changes, additional baggage, advance 
seat selection, or certain special service requests, may increase overall cost. Fares are non-refundable but itineraries may be changed for a fee of up to $200 per person per direction, plus any fare differential. Other significant 
conditions (including a $25 first-checked bag and $35 second-checked bag fee to and from the U.S., a $20 second-checked bag fee for flights in Canada, and charges for overweight and/or excess baggage) may change 
without notice and are not guaranteed until ticketed. Visit flyporter.com for more information. In case of any discrepancy between advertised fares and the fares shown on the website at the time, booking, the latter shall prevail. 



Air and hotel 
packages 
from Halifax 


Standard Room 
Dept. March 20, 24, 25 
Nights: 2 


Traditional Room 
Dept. March 31, April 1, 8 
Nights: 2 


Standard King Room 
Dept. March 22, 29 
Nights: 2 


Book packages online, contact your travel agent or call Porter Escapes at 1-855-372-1100. TTY - Dial “711”. 


porterescapes.com 


All-in prices shown are per person in Canadian dollars, based on double occupancy in noted room category. Limited availability. Package prices are per person, based on double occupancy and include round-trip 
airfare, all taxes, surcharges and mandatory fees. For full package listings and availability, visit our website.Flights are round-trip via Porter Airlines. Packages include return airfare, hotel accommodation in noted 
room category. All applicable taxes, surcharges and mandatory fees are additional. Airfare discount is already included in the advertised package price. Prices will vary for alternate flight times on advertised dates. 
Prices are for select departure dates and are accurate and subject to availability at advertising deadline, errors and omissions excepted, and subject to change. Transfers to and from airport to hotel are not included 
unless specified otherwise. New bookings only. Packages are subject to availability at time of booking and are subject to change without notice. Not valid on group bookings. For full terms and conditions refer to 
www.porterescapes.com. Ontario registration Number 84153 4506. Porter Escapes Inc is a TICO licensed company. TICO # 50019770. Billy Bishop Toronto City Airport, Toronto, ON, Canada M5V 1A1. 
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South Park YMCA to dose May 30 



Farewell. Plans for 
new downtown Halifax 
facility are said to be 
'moving forward’ 




The South Park YMCA will be 
closing its doors at the end of 
May, and many of its mem¬ 
bers are sad to see it go. 

On Tuesday, the YMCA of 
Greater Halifax/Dartmouth 
announced the downtown 
Halifax location will close on 
May 30, but plans to build a 
new facility on the corner 
of South Park and Sackville 
streets are “moving forward.” 

“I’m sorry to see it close,” 
said Janice Waite on Tuesday 
as she left the YMCA. 

The organization has been 
planning to close the South 
Park location and build a new 
facility in the current CBC 
building on Sackville Street 
for the past few years. 

YMCA user Erin Mc- 
dermott said it “sucks” the 
South Park location is clos¬ 
ing since she uses the facility 
a few times a week, but she 
will likely start going to the 
Dartmouth YMCA. 


New facility 


The YMCA says the future 
centre will include a public 
atrium, aquatic centre, 
gymnasium, indoor track, 
program studios, change 
rooms and a licensed child 
care/family development 
centre. 


“I like that it’s commun¬ 
ity-based. It’s not just a cor¬ 
porate gym ... the money 
goes back to the commun¬ 
ity,” she said. 

Bette Watson-Borg, YMCA 
of Greater Halifax/Dart¬ 
mouth president, said the 
new facility is expected to 
open in 2017. 

Watson-Borg said the 
aging site has reached the 
“end of its useful life” and 
it’s not accessible for people 
with mobility issues. 

“That doesn’t work veiy 
well with an organization 
that is open and inclusive to 
all.” 

The YMCA is continu¬ 
ing to negotiate with a de¬ 
velopment partner to open 
the new 70,000-square-foot 
YMCA Centre of Community, 
which has been proposed as 
part of a mixed-use private 
development. 


The project is expected 
to cost $30 million, which 
Watson-Borg said includes 
the design phase, construc¬ 
tion and fully equipping the 
new space. 

Watson-Borg said she’s 
“really encouraged” by the 
progress in negotiations with 


partners like the developer 
and CBC, but she could not 
say when the details will be 
finalized. 

“It is a complex project, 
it’s a large project, and it’s 
vital that all of the parties 
have completed all aspects of 
what they need for this part¬ 


nership,” she said. 

Seven full-time and 33 
part-time positions will be 
affected by the closure, but 
Watson-Borg said they will 
work with each employee on 
a “case-by-case basis” to sup¬ 
port them through the tran¬ 
sition. 


Advocate hopes Saunders vigil spurs inquiry 



A native group says it hopes 
a vigil planned Wednesday in 
Ottawa for Loretta Saunders 
will prompt the federal gov¬ 
ernment to consider a public 
inquiiy into the murder rates 
of aboriginal women. 

Cheiyl Maloney, president 
of the Nova Scotia Native 
Women’s Association, says 
the death of the Inuit woman 
has drawn widespread con¬ 
cern among both aboriginal 


and non-native Canadians 
who feel the issue deserves 
greater attention. 

“I think that Loretta’s case 
broke through a lot of stereo¬ 
types of what missing and 
murdered aboriginal women 
look like in this country,” 
Maloney said. 

Halifax police allege the 
Saint Maiy’s University stu¬ 
dent was killed Feb. 13, the 
day she was last seen, at a 


Halifax apartment she once 
shared with the two people 
charged with first-degree 
murder in her death. 

Saunders’ body was found 
two weeks later on a median 
off the Trans-Canada High¬ 
way west of Moncton. 

Maloney said her death 
is a reminder that native 
women are dying violently 
for a variety of reasons that 
need deeper examination. 


Halifax MP Megan Leslie, 
who will be attending the 
vigil, said though the details 
of Saunders’ case are unlike 
others involving aboriginal 
women — which sometimes 
involve addiction or prostitu¬ 
tion — her death is still part 
of a pattern. 

“We need to look at what 
the systemic issues are here,” 
Leslie said. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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On All New Custom all weather 
Installed Window WINDOW 

From All Weather-Booked in January/February 2014 
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OR... In Stock Windows 
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I # U(#3248SH) 
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62 more sizes (in stock) at... www.lumbermart.ca 
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751 Herring Cove Rd., Spryfield • 477-6500 
15 Wright Ave., Burnside Park • 468-7772 
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2015 championships. 

Council approves money 
for figure skating bid 


Halifax council has voted 
unanimously to contribute 
$40,000 towards the bid to 
host the 2015 Canadian Figure 
Skating Championships. 

The special events advisoiy 
committee recommended the 
contribution to cover the host¬ 
ing fee, if HRM is selected as 
host city. 

“Anybody that just watched 
the Olympics would have an 
idea of the popularity and de¬ 
mand for figure skating,” said 
Coun. Barry Daliymple. “Here 
in Canada we have amongst 
the world’s best that hope¬ 
fully ... will be here in Halifax, 
along with pretty significant 
crowds.” 

An economic assessment 


What's in it for us? 


$3.2M 

Estimated economic impact for the 
province if Halifax becomes host. 


model provided by Events 
Nova Scotia suggests the six- 
day event would generate a 
bump in economic activity 
across the province of more 
than $3.2 million. 

The event also supports 
more than $1.3 million in 
taxes, $132,000 of which 
would be allocated to munici¬ 
pal governments in Nova Sco¬ 
tia. RUTH DAVENPORT/METRO 


Fatality. Man who fell 
overboard from fishing 
boat dies in hospital 


Police say a 42-year-old man 
who fell overboard from a 
fishing boat off southwestern 
Nova Scotia has died. 

The RCMP say Stephen 
Darin Hanson of Queens 
County died Monday even¬ 
ing in hospital after falling 
into the water off the shores 
of Port Mouton earlier in the 
day around 8 a.m. 

The Mounties say the 
boat’s crew managed to get 


him out and took him to a 
wharf in Central Port Mouton. 

He was then airlifted by a 
militaiy rescue helicopter to 
Canadian Forces Base Shear¬ 
water, where he was taken by 
paramedics to a hospital and 
later died. 

The Department of Labour 
and Advanced Education says 
its occupational health and 
safety division is investigat¬ 
ing. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


People’s Gospel Canada 
Post apologizes for mailing 
church’s anti-gay flyers 


Canada Post is apologizing for 
its deliveiy of anti-gay flyers in 
Happy Valley-Goose Bay, N.L. 

Spokeswoman Aniclc Losier 
says Canada Post apologizes 
to anyone who was offended 
by the flyers from the Halifax- 
based church People’s Gospel 
Hour that quoted Bible verses 
to condemn gay marriage and 
homosexuality. 

Losier says the flyers should 
not have been accepted for 


No major injuries 


Man hit by own 
car after collision 
with cop 

RCMP are investigating after 
a marked police vehicle col- 


mailing. 

She says Canada Post is now 
reviewing its processes to en¬ 
sure similar material is not de¬ 
livered in future. 

The flyers, called Same-Sex 
Marriages and God’s Word 
were delivered late last week. 

A man who identified him¬ 
self as a spokesman for the 
church says his group pub- 
fished the flyers but he declined 
comment, the Canadian press 


lided with another car Tues¬ 
day morning in Fall River, 
hitting a man on the road. 

The driver of the car, 
which was parked, was on 
the road at the time, and 
was hit by his vehicle and 
knocked to the ground as a 
result of the collision, metro 



Who needs spring when we have parkas? 

A warmly dressed couple makes their way down Spring Garden Road on Tuesday. The high in the city was only -8 C, with sub-zero temperatures 
expected until the weekend, jeff harper/metro 


City council nixes 
buy-local policy 


Avoiding a mistake 



“We have always been a trading province, 
a trading nation that’s traded around the 
world... for us to do anything that would 
jeopardize our access to these markets 

would be a mistake ”coun. Waye Mason 


Staff report. Councillors 
disappointed, but 
concerned about impact 
of reciprocal practices 
on local exporters 


RUTH 

DAVENPORT 

ruth.davenport® metronews.ca 

Halifax regional councillors 
have reluctantly agreed with a 
staff recommendation to keep 
a “buy local” provision out of 
HRM’s procurement policy. 

“It’s extremely disappoint¬ 
ing, however after reading the 
report, I understand why we 


can’t move forward on this,” 
said deputy mayor Darren 
Fisher. 

A staff report on the pros 
and cons of scoring bid submis¬ 
sions for “local benefit” noted 
that doing so could violate 
trade agreements, but more 
wonyingly, result in reciprocal 
practices that would hurt Nova 
Scotia-based businesses seeking 
contracts in other markets. 

“Most of our most successful 
businesses in HRM... are export¬ 
ing,” said Coun. Waye Mason. 
“If eveiy city had the same kind 
of setup, we would lose more 
than we would gain out of the 
local purchasing policy.” 

The report also noted 87 
per cent of HRM’s expenditures 
under the procurement policy 


in 2012-13 contributed to the 
local economy. 

Couns. David Hendsbee 
and Matt Whitman both voted 
against the motion. Whitman 
was especially animated after 
procurement manager Anne 
Feist told council HRM staff 
will work with certain sectors 
to help them be prepared to re¬ 
spond to opportunities. 

“So we spend 87 per cent 


of our dollars locally, we work 
with local suppliers to get them 
ready,” he said. “It’s sort of like 
wink, wink, we don’t have a 
policy, but we do all that stuff 
locally. Eveiyone else is doing it 
another way, this is the chance 
for HRM to say this is the way 
that we do it.” 

Feist said “local preference” 
is not a “well-endorsed princi¬ 
ple” in other jurisdictions. 


Crosswalk safety plan approved by council 


HRM’s first crosswalk safety 
plan has been approved by 
regional council, though not 
without a few caveats about 
the possible outcomes. 

“Will the passing of this 
plan immediately stop acci¬ 
dents between vehicles and 
pedestrians? Absolutely no,” 
said Coun. Barry Daliymple, 
who chairs the crosswalk 
safety advisory committee. 
“It will take some time to 
implement some of these 


pieces ... I do have high 
hopes that this will begin an 
attitude change.” 

The plan will be referred 
to staff to review the budget 
implications of each recom¬ 
mendation and report back 
to council with implementa¬ 
tion plans. 

Coun. Bill Karsten said he 
was worried some of these 
measures would create a 
false sense of security. 

“We’re again saying, you 


just grab the flag and you’re 
going to be OK,” he said. 
“There’s no personal respon¬ 
sibility here, and I believe 
very firmly that’s one of the 
messages we need to get 
out.” 

Daliymple noted the com¬ 
mittee will continue to meet 
and hear from interested 
groups about pedestrian safe¬ 
ty, and will deliver another 
plan over the next year. 

RUTH DAVENPORT/METRO 


Recommendations 


The recommendations 
cover education and 
enforcement. They also 
include physical safety 
measures such as zebra 
stripes, flags and reflective 
tape to improve the visibil¬ 
ity of pedestrians using 
crosswalks. 
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Trinity Western 


Anti-gay school 
argues its future 
lawyers should 
be able to work 
in Nova Scotia 

Excluding law school 
graduates from working 
in Nova Scotia because 
they attended a university 
that prohibits same-sex 
intimacy would be dis- 
criminatoiy, the president 
of Trinity Western Uni¬ 
versity told the province’s 
bar society Tuesday. 

Bob Kuhn told the 
Nova Scotia Barristers’ 
Society in Halifax it would 
be unfair if it did not 
recognize degrees from 
his school, which requires 
students, faculty and 
staff to respect Christian 
values. 

“That’s an audacious 
example of prejudice,” 
Kuhn told the panel in his 
two-hour submission. 

The Langley, B.C.-based 
university wants to open 
a law school in 2016, and 
a society panel is holding 
hearings to determine 
whether it should allow 
its graduates to article 
and potentially practise in 
Nova Scotia. 

The university, which 
bills itself as the largest 
independent Christian 
liberal-arts institution in 
Canada, asks its 3,600 stu¬ 
dents to sign a commun¬ 
ity covenant, which states 
that sexual intimacy be 
“reserved for marriage 
between one man and one 
woman.” 

Kuhn, a Trinity West¬ 
ern alumnus, encouraged 
the panel to proceed “as 
lawyers and not as person¬ 
al representatives of any 
ideological viewpoints.” 

The school’s policy 
prohibiting same-sex 
intimacy has sparked con¬ 
troversy, but Kuhn said he 
is offended by the sugges¬ 
tion that religious beliefs 
would prevent students 
from acting profession¬ 
ally and ethically in their 
duties. 

He also said the matter 
raises the larger question 
of whether there is still 
meaningful freedom of 
religion in Canada. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 




Gigantic art piece to be 
easy, breezy, beautiful 



Dartmouth Bridge 
Terminal. Weeklong 
installation of painted 
panels — inspired by 
a stray breeze — to be 
no disruption: Official 
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Transit-goers passing through 
Dartmouth will soon have 
more than 75 metres of public 
art to enjoy. 

Local artist and self-de¬ 
scribed public-transit booster 
Sara Hartland-Rowe is creat¬ 
ing an enormous public art 
piece — commissioned by the 
municipality in 2013 — to be 
installed along the rear retain¬ 
ing wall of the Metro Transit 
Bridge Terminal come May. 


“It’s a veiy jazzy building,” 
said Hartland-Rowe, a profes¬ 
sor of painting at the Nova 
Scotia College of Art and De¬ 
sign University since 2001. 

“It’s full of interesting 
angles and protrusions. And 
the wall itself is made of these 
veiy big concrete blocks, 
which have a very strong geo¬ 
metric pattern to them.” 

The art piece consists of 
eight to 10 large, geomet¬ 
ric aluminum panels with 
enamel-painted images of 
people and recognizable 
scenes from the area. 

Hartland-Rowe said she 
also intends to stencil lines on 
the wall between panels. 


Canvas 


“It’s a beautiful wall 
to make a work on.” 

Sara Hartland-Rowe, artist and professor 


“The piece is based on 
the idea of a breeze flowing 
through the terminus,” she 
said. 

“It sort of conjures up im¬ 
ages of people sitting, people 
playing, people riding the 
bus, talking, kind of just 
hanging out.” 

Hartland-Rowe’s work has 
been featured in galleries and 
museums across the world, 
including throughout Can¬ 
ada, the United States, Argen¬ 
tina and the Netherlands. 

Her proposal for the bus 
terminal beat out more than 
a half dozen other applicants 
in a juiy review process. 

“There’s all sorts of people 
from across the municipal¬ 
ity passing through this ter¬ 
minal,” said Jamie MacLellan, 
the municipality’s public art 
facilitator. 

“(This project) seemed like 
a very good opportunity to do 
something that would ani¬ 


mate the space.” 

The municipality budget¬ 
ed $45,000 for the piece, and 
the project came in slightly 
under, added MacLellan. 

He expects the installation 
process will be easy and have 


little effect on transit users. 

“Some people use that ter¬ 
minus every day for years ... 
other people are just passing 
through once,” said Hartland- 
Rowe. “The terminus is for all 
of us.” 
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Province to harness power of sea 
in joint research project with U.K. 



Stephen Dempsey, left, executive director of the Offshore Energy Research Association of Nova Scotia, laughs with 
British Deputy High Commissioner to Canada Corin Robertson and Energy Minister Andrew Younger during a signing 
of a memorandum of understanding at Dalhousie on Tuesday, jeff harper/metro_ 


Tidal energy. Nova 
Scotia’s marine energy 
strategy calls for 
production of 300 
megawatts by 2020 
— enough to power 
100,000 homes 


Nova Scotia does not have 
the infrastructure in the Bay 
of Fundy to accommodate its 
goal of generating 300 mega¬ 
watts of tidal power by 2020, 
but it could handle about a 
fifth of that by that time, the 
province’s energy minister 
says. 

Andrew Younger said Tues¬ 
day the transmission infra¬ 
structure needed to handle 
up to 64 megawatts of energy 
could be in place within the 
next five years. 

“You obviously have to 
have technology that’s work¬ 


ing before you hit the 300 
(megawatts),” Younger said 
after signing an agreement on 
a joint tidal power research 


initiative with the United 
Kingdom. 

He said the cost of de¬ 
veloping tidal power tech¬ 


nology is part of the reason 
behind the memorandum of 
understanding with the U.K., 
which already has its own test 


turbines producing energy. 

“By partnering with coun¬ 
tries like the United Kingdom, 
we will get more done, we 
will get more done faster and 
we will be able to get to com¬ 
mercialization at an econom¬ 
ically viable price a lot faster.” 

The province’s 2012 mar¬ 
ine energy strategy calls for 
the production of 300 mega¬ 
watts of tidal energy by 2020, 
which the government says 
is enough to power 100,000 
homes. Younger himself said 
that goal was ambitious while 
he was in opposition. 

Corin Robertson, the act¬ 
ing British deputy high com¬ 
missioner to Canada, said it 
can be difficult to harness 
tidal power. 

“I think that’s why this 
MOU and the research col¬ 
laboration is so important, 
because the technological 
challenges are considerable,” 
said Robertson, who was also 
on hand for the signing of 


Other projects 


Three smaller research pro¬ 
jects spearheaded by Fundy 
Tidal Inc. are also moving 
ahead with site identifica¬ 
tion and environmental 
assessments. 


the agreement. “But when 
we get them right and when 
we work together, it would 
unlock a huge amount of po¬ 
tential.” 

Under the agreement, the 
Offshore Energy Research As¬ 
sociation of Nova Scotia and 
the United Kingdom’s Tech¬ 
nology and Strategy Board are 
each contributing $250,000 
toward research. The agree¬ 
ment will also result in joint 
proposals being issued for 
research projects in both Can¬ 
ada and the U.K. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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N.S. Gaelic College. Name 
a ‘royal’ slap in the face? 


Standing on her own 2 feet 



Amy Paradis, who was left paralyzed following a car crash in 2009. 

COURTESY OF HANTS JOURNAL 


The CEO of the Royal Gaelic 
College in Cape Breton says 
the school’s board of governors 
is carefully considering a pro¬ 
posal to drop the word “royal” 
from the institution’s name. 

Rodney MacDonald says he 
understands that people feel 
passionately about the issue. 

The former premier of 
Nova Scotia was responding 
to reports that the foundation 
that operates the college voted 
Sunday to drop the recently ac¬ 
quired royal designation. 

Controversy erupted in De¬ 
cember when some in Cape 
Breton’s Gaelic community 


Dartmouth 


Artist weaves 
herself GG Award 

Dartmouth artist Sandra 
Brownlee has woven her way 
into the ranks of the Govern¬ 
or General’s Award winners 
in visual and media arts. 

The awards were an¬ 
nounced on Tuesday, and 
Brownlee also received 


Know your history 


Inverness MLA Allan Mac- 
Master says the royal desig¬ 
nation can be considered “a 
slap in the face” to those who 
know their Gaelic history. 


complained the addition was 
offensive, saying the move ig¬ 
nores the fact that most Gaelic¬ 
speaking migrants who sailed 
to Nova Scotia in the 1700s 
were forced out of the High¬ 
lands following battles with the 

English. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


$25,000 from the Saidye 
Bronfman Foundation. 

The Bronfman Award is 
given to those who show 
excellence in the fine crafts. 

Brownlee has been a 
weaver/noteboolc keeper 
for over 40 years, according 
to the Governor General’s 
Award website, creating 
notebooks and textile projects 
using stitches and simple 
materials, metro 


Windsor. Nova Scotia 
woman left paralyzed 
from crash close to 
walking again 


A Nova Scotia woman de¬ 
termined to reclaim her in¬ 
dependence after a devastating 
car crash is counting on her 
hometown community to help 
her stand on her own two feet 
again. 

Amy Paradis, a 20-year-old 
from Windsor, has come a long 
way since she was placed on life 
support following a car crash 
that occurred on Dec. 26, 2009. 

The crash marked the begin¬ 
ning of Paradis’ journey to re¬ 
cover from a severe spinal cord 
injuiy that left her paralyzed. 

Doctors said she would 
never walk again after breaking 
her vertebrae at the C6/C7 level, 
but that only motivated Paradis 
to prove them wrong. 

And it’s possible she could 
do just that by as early as this 
spring. 

Paradis and her mother, 
Marlene Belliveau, operate 
Footprints SCI-Recoveiy, a non¬ 
profit spinal cord injuiy recov- 


eiy centre based in Windsor 
that has been fundraising to 
purchase anElcso Bionics Exo¬ 
skeleton. 

The exoslceleton is a robotic 
suit that allows people living 
with paralysis to stand upright, 
and walk. 

After years of intense men¬ 
tal and physical rehabilitative 
therapy, Paradis has regained 
function in her arms, core, hip, 


pelvic area and quadriceps. The 
added muscle strength in her 
core and upper body will prove 
to be key as she relearns how to 
walk using the exoslceleton. 

“Amy is one of three quad¬ 
riplegics worldwide that is 
able to walk in this. That’s how 
strong she’s got her body,” says 
Belliveau. 

The suit costs in excess of 
$80,000. In the immediate fu¬ 


Online donations 


Donations can be placed 
online through youcaring. 
com/medical-fundraiser/- 
let-s-get-amy-walk- 
ing-/i387i7 or http://sci-re- 
covery.ca/. Cash donations 
can be deposited directly 
into an account set up for 
Footprints SCI-Recovery at 
any CIBC bank. 


ture, Footprints must come 
up with $5,000 US for a down 
payment by Thursday in order 
for the apparatus to be shipped 
from California the following 
day. 

Belliveau says it is impera¬ 
tive the down payment is ac¬ 
quired by Thursday for the exo- 
slceleton to arrive in time for 
March 24, the first day trainers 
from California will be visiting 
Footprints’ training facility on 
Gerrish Street to teach Paradis, 
Belliveau and the therapists at 
Footprints how to use the exo- 
slceleton. 

“We are breaking ground 
with this in Canada,” says Bel¬ 
liveau. 

HANTS JOURNAL 
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So how do things 
go viral, anyway? 


SHANE 

GIBSON 

U Metro in Winnipeg 


On the surface, pictures 
of cats in hats, grown 
men pretending to be 
Star Wars characters and 
a link that unexpectedly opens a video by a one-hit 
wonder from the ’80s all seem like just good ways 
to have a chuckle while frittering away time at 
work. But in reality, Internet memes have become a 
serious business. 

Sites like cheezburger.com — credited with bring¬ 
ing into the mainstream the whole cute-cat-picture 
thing you’ll know from your Faceboolc feed — are 
worth big money. But that wouldn’t be possible if they 
were run by a couple of bored office workers looking 
at pictures of cats; a site can only be worth millions 
if its content is seen by millions. In other, more au 
courant words, it has to go viral. 

But, we wondered, at what point can it be said 
that something has 


Generating buzz 


"One of the funny 
things about it is if 
you’re intentionally 
trying to start a meme 
you have to look like 
you’re not intentionally 
trying to start it.” 

Social-media expert Tim Hwang 


gone viral? And how 
exactly does that even 
happen? 

If anyone knows 
the answers, it’s San 
Francisco based Tim 
Hwang. He’s been 
chuckling at memes 
and image macros 
since before it was 
cool and, having 
surmised somewhere 
along the way that 
he was an authority 
on the subject, organized ROFLCon, the first Internet- 
culture convention, which debuted in 2008. 

It’s not an exact science, the 27-year-old self-de¬ 
scribed social-media expert told Metro, but there are a 
few things to keep in mind if you want your picture of 
little Fluffy to explode online. 

“One of the funny things about it is if you’re inten¬ 
tionally trying to start a meme you have to look like 
you’re not intentionally trying to start it,” he said. 

Hwang believes the culture’s most recognized 
memes share two proper¬ 
ties. The first is simplicity. 

“For Grumpy Cat, for 
example, there was one 
funny image that people 
could Photoshop.... They’ve 
been successful because 
it’s really easy for people to 
contribute.” The second is 
malleability, which allows 
audiences to customize and 
then reshare the images. 

“Memes need to provide a way for you to participate 
online to be successful,” Hwang said. 

“The really interesting thing about memes is that, 
certainly in the last few years, the world for them has 
gotten a lot more commercialized. Which is both good 
and bad.... I think it’s been a trade-off. It’s really great 
that a lot more people are connected to the culture of 
the web, but in some ways the Internet has lost some 
of its original community feel.” 

Hwang said that to truly go 
viral most successful memes 
and image macros need time 
online to pick up a dedicated 
following, and then need the 
help of mainstream media 
to really explode. Metro, 
being part of the mainstream 
media, decided not to press 
« . - ^ our built-in advantage on Step 

*' ^ 2, the better to understand 

Step 1 from the point of view 
of a normal Internet user. 



Look out, Lil 


Bub 
Stash! 


it’s 



Metro attempts to 
make this cat go viral 





Lil Bub 

Known for her perma- 
lcitten appearance, Lil 
Bub is a dwarf cat with 
a lolling tongue and a 
big heart. She’s spawned 
a merchandise empire, 
and boasts an impressive 
array of social media 
followers. She even has 
her own talk show. 

By the numbers: 

Born: June 21, 2011 
Faceboolc fans: 645,000 
Twitter followers: 34,500 
Instagram: 358,000 
YouTube subscribers: 
105,000 



Internet cat-lebrities 


NalaCat 

Quite possibly the 
only cat with over one 
million Instagram 
followers, Nala is a 
Siamese-Tabby mix 
known for her blue eyes 
and love of bow ties. 

By the numbers: 

Estimated age: 3 
Faceboolc fans: 110,627 
Instagram: 1,100,000 
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Meet Stash the Moustache Cat 


For a video and 
photos of Stash 
and more, go to 
metronews.ca 



••• 


Cute, cuddly and the main character in our quest for worldwide fame, this cat pos¬ 
sesses a unique look. Stash came to her owner, Metro Winnipeg managing editor 
Elisha Dacey, in a special way: Stash and his sister Mya were found abandoned in 
a box and taken to a local pet shelter, which already had an abundance of kittens 
and was hoping for some press coverage to spur adoptions. 

Reporter Shane Gibson took a photo of Stash, and it was love at first 
black-hair-fluff-under-nose sight. 

Dacey wasted no time in adopting Stash, along with his sister, Mya. 

We all know the Internet runs on cats. Stash, with his ridiculous moustache, 
proved the purr-feet protagonist in our quest to answer some culturally 
pertinent questions: How easy is it to make a cat popular online? 

How popular would this particular cat have to get before we could fairly call 
him a viral sensation, like Lil Bub? Check back tomorrow — 
our answer may surprise you. Bernice Pontanilla/Metro in Winnipeg 


The virality checklist 



Tim Hwang said that deciding whether something has gone viral is 
fundamentally subjective and that it’s impossible to set purely numerical 
targets. But for the purposes of our experiment, he suggested some 
broad categories against which to evaluate our success. 


SHANE GIBSON/METRO IN WINNIPEG 

I How many Instagram followers can 
we accumulate? 

2 How many images can we collect 
from followers? (That is, how many 
times did someone use our ‘template’ 
to create a new meme?) 


3 How much action on Reddit, the 
self-proclaimed front page of the 
Internet, can we generate? 


4 How much traffic can we 
drive to Stash’s website, 
stashthemoustachecat.com? 


5 How many views of Stash’s Imgur 
pictures can we achieve? 




From cats to coups in 
the ‘Global Village’ 


It was University of Manitoba 
graduate and University of To¬ 
ronto professor Marshall Mc- 
Luhan who coined the term 
the “Global Village” back in 
the early 1960s. 

Though the Internet ar¬ 
rived years after McLuhan’s 
death, he foresaw that techno¬ 
logical advances would bring 
about a world that would once 
again be reduced to a village, 
albeit a very large one. 

McLuhan’s vision, one can 
easily argue, has come true: 
Trends and news now travel at 
the speed of a click. 

And while it occurs for 
such silly things as music vid- 


Canadian prophet 


“The new electronic 
interdependence recreates 
the world in the image of 
a global village.” 

Canadian communication theorist and 
intellectual Marshall McLuhan (1911-1980) 

eos — think Psy’s Gangnam 
Style, which has 1.9 billion 
views and counting — it has 
also proved useful for serious 
events such as the recent 
crisis in Ukraine. 

BERNICE PONTANILLA/ 

METRO IN WINNIPEG 
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IVAN SEKRETAREV/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Manpower 


300 

Col. Yuri Mamchur, pictured here, led 
around 300 unarmed Ukrainian officers 
to the base outside Sevastopol, Ukraine, 
in a peaceful attempt to retake their 
airfield. Russian soldiers drove the troops 
back by firing warning shots into the air. 


Concern 


“We are worried. But 
we will not give up 
our base.” 

Ukrainian Capt. Nikolai Syomko, an 
air force radio electrician patrolling 
the back of the compound. He said the 
soldiers felt they were being held hostage, 
caught between Russia and Ukraine. 


Standoffs 


Russia’s seizure of Crimea 
has not gone as smoothly 
as Moscow may have 
expected. Ukrainian 
soldiers have refused 
to hand over weapons 
or switch allegiances, 
resulting in standoffs 
between men surprised 
to find themselves on 
opposing sides. 



Ottawa shows 
solidarity 

The Ukrainain flag flies on 
Parliament Hill in Ottawa on 
Tuesday, the day after the House 
of Commons passed a motion 
condemning Russia’s incursion 
into Ukraine. 

FRED CHARTRAND/THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Fraying ties 


PM: Joint military 
operations with 
Russia scrapped 

Canada has suspended all 
joint militaiy activities with 
Russia, Prime Minister Ste¬ 
phen Harper said Tuesday 
as Vladimir Putin lashed out 
at threats of sanctions and 
accused the West of sowing 
divisions within Ukraine. 

Canada will no longer 
take part in an anti-ter¬ 
rorism drill involving 
Canadian and Russian air 
forces and has pulled out of 
scheduled meetings, Harper 
said in a statement. 

The prime minister also 
threatened to further sever 
the already frayed ties be¬ 
tween the two countries. 

“We continue to view 
the situation in Ukraine 
with the gravest concern 
and will continue to review 
our relations with President 
Putin’s government accord¬ 
ingly,” the statement said. 

Foreign Affairs Minister 
John Baird — who met 
Tuesday with Ukraine’s 
ambassador to Canada — 
scoffed at Putin’s justifica¬ 
tion for sending troops into 
Ukraine. 

“These Soviet-style 
tactics are dangerous and 
tremendously destabilizing 
to the whole region,” Baird 

Said. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Putin ratchets down 
tensions over Ukraine 


Tough talk. Russian 
president takes jabs at 
the West, insists he has 
no intention of annexing 
Crimea or fighting ‘the 
Ukrainian people’ 


Vladimir Putin talked tough 
but cooled tensions in the 
Ukraine crisis in his first com¬ 
ments since its president fled, 
saying Russia has no intention 
“to fight the Ukrainian people” 
but reserved the right to use 
force. As the Russian president 
held court Tuesday in his per¬ 
sonal residence, U.S. Secretaiy 
of State John Keny met with 
Kyiv’s fledgling government 
and Moscow agreed to sit down 
with NATO. 

Although nerves remained 
on edge in Crimea, with Rus¬ 
sian troops firing warning shots 
to ward off Ukrainian soldiers, 
global markets catapulted 
higher on tentative signals that 
the Kremlin was not seeking 
to escalate the conflict. Kerry 
brought a $l-billion aid pack¬ 
age to a Ukraine fighting to 


Quoted 


“We hope that Russia will understand its 
responsibility in destabilizing the security situation 
in Europe, that Russia will realize that Ukraine is an 
independent state and that Russian troops will leave 

the territory of Ukraine.” Ukraine Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk 


fend off bankruptcy. 

Putin delivered a charac¬ 
teristic performance filled 
with earthy language, macho 
swagger and sarcastic jibes, ac¬ 
cusing the West of promoting 
an “unconstitutional coup” in 
Ukraine. At one point he com¬ 
pared the U.S. role in Ukraine to 
an experiment with “lab rats.” 

But the overall message ap¬ 
peared to be one of de-escala¬ 
tion. “It seems to me (Ukraine) 
is gradually stabilizing,” Putin 
said. “We have no enemies in 
Ukraine. Ukraine is a friendly 
state.” He tempered those com¬ 
ments by warning that Russia 
was willing to use “all means at 
our disposal” to protect ethnic 
Russians in the country. 

Significantly, Russia agreed 
to a NATO request to hold a spe¬ 
cial meeting to discuss Ukraine 


on Wednesday in Brussels, 
opening up a possible diplo¬ 
matic channel in a conflict that 
still holds monumental hazards 
and uncertainties. 

In his meeting with repor¬ 
ters on Tuesday, Putin said 
Russia had no intention of 
annexing Crimea, and ham¬ 
mered away at his message 
that the West was to blame for 
Ukraine’s turmoil, saying its ac¬ 
tions were driving Ukraine into 
anarchy. 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry 
derided U.S. threats of puni¬ 
tive measures as a “failure to 
enforce its will and its vision of 
the ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ side of 
histoiy” — a swipe at President 
Barack Obama’s statement 
Monday that Russia was “on 
the wrong side of histoiy.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Russian President Vladimir Putin 
listens to journalists’ questions at 
the presidential residence outside 
Moscow on Tuesday, alexei nikolsky y 

RIA NOVOSTI/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Witness breaks down at Oscar 
Pistorius trial in South Africa 


Murder trial. 

Neighbour testified 
she heard a man and 
woman shouting, 
then the sound of four 
gunshots 


For two days, the witness in 
the murder trial of Oscar Pis¬ 
torius kept her composure. 

Then, just as her testi¬ 
mony was about to finish, 
she broke down in tears at 
what she said was the mem¬ 
ory of the screams she heard 
on the night that the double¬ 
amputee athlete fatally shot 
his girlfriend in his South Af¬ 
rican home. 

Michelle Burger, a neigh¬ 
bour of Pistorius who took 
the stand on the second day 
of a trial watched around 
the world, remained calm 
through intense questioning 


Red wine 


A recent study by Niagara re¬ 
gion scientists suggests moder¬ 
ate amounts of red wine might 
be useful in fighting lung can¬ 
cer, but it’s far too early for 
physicians to start prescribing 
Pinot Noir to patients. 

The study was conducted 



by the chief defence lawyer. 
In a final exchange with the 
lead prosecutor on Tuesday, 
however, emotion washed 


over her as she recalled what 
she described as the terrified 
screams of a woman early on 
Valentine’s Day last year. 


“When I’m in the shower, 
I relive her shouts,” Burger 
said. Burger, a university lec¬ 
turer, lives 177 metres from 


Pistorius’s house, where his 
girlfriend, Reeva Steenkamp, 
died in what he calls an acci¬ 
dent. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Court order 


Media 
warned by 
the judge 

Tuesday’s proceedings 
were interrupted when 
Judge Tholcozile Masipa 
ordered an investigation 
into allegations that a 
South African television 
channel was broadcasting 
a photograph of the wit¬ 
ness during her testimony 
— against a court order 
guaranteeing privacy to 
witnesses who request it. 

“I am warning the 
media,” the judge said, 

“if you do not behave, 
you are not going to be 
treated with soft gloves by 
this court.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


may fight lung cancer: Study 


in cell cultures, and justifies 
the value of further study on 
lab mice, Evangelia Tsiani of 
Brock University in St. Cathar¬ 
ines, Ont., said. “This is only a 
study in cells,” said Tsiani, one 
of three Brock researchers in¬ 
volved. “We can’t recommend 


anything for humans at this 
point.” 

The study found that mod¬ 
erate amounts of red wine 
inhibit the spread of lung- 
cancer cells. “Wine may have 
considerable anti-tumour and 
chemoprevention properties 


in lung cancer.” 

The report supports a 
1999 study that found that 
a high consumption of beer 
and spirits can push up the 
risk of lung cancer, while 
wine can help a patient. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Columbus, Ohio 


Child tossed out 
of schoolover 
pretend gun play 

A 10-year-old U.S. boy was 
suspended for three days 
from school for pretending 
his finger was a gun and 
pointing it at another stu¬ 


dent’s head, the principal 
said. The boy’s father says 
it’s the adults who are act¬ 
ing childish for suspending 
the boy from his school in 
Columbus, Ohio, last week. 

A school spokesman 
said the principal has 
warned students about 
pretend gun play numerous 

times. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


One cent cheque sent 
to dead soldier’s mom 


Canada’s defence minis¬ 
ter has apologized to the 
family of a soldier whose 
mother received a govern¬ 
ment cheque for one penny 
following her son’s death 
upon his return from Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

A clearly incensed Rob 
Nicholson says an “insensi¬ 
tive bureaucratic screw-up” 
resulted in the one-cent 
cheque being sent to the 
mother of Cpl. Justin Stark. 

The cheque, dated Feb. 28, 
was sent from the Public 
Works department, and was 
marked as “CF Release Pay.” 

It’s not clear why it was 
sent, but Nicholson said 
that he would look into the 


matter. 

Stark was a 22-year-old 
reservist who died in 2011 
in an incident at an ar¬ 
moury in Hamilton, Ont. 

New Democrat MP Wayne 
Marston said he appreciated 
Nicholson’s pledge to look 
into the matter, but that 
he didn’t want to assign 
blame. 

Rather, he said, Nichol¬ 
son should put measures in 
place to ensure that a simi¬ 
lar incident doesn’t happen 
in the future. 

“Veterans’ families... sim¬ 
ply want to be treated with 
dignity,” said NDP veterans 
affairs critic Peter Stoffer. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Cpl. Justin Stark 


Several tribunals were held 
to determine whether Stark’s 
death was related to his tour 
of duty overseas, but it was 
unclear whether they ever 
reached a conclusion. 


• New Democrat MP 
Wayne Marston says 
the cheque has made 
matters worse for Stark’s 
mother, Denise, who he 
described as being in a 
“fragile state.” 


• Stark was an infantry 
soldier. 
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Lac-Megantic. Mayor to 
raise rail-safety issues 
with U.S. Congress 


The mayor of a Quebec town 
devastated by a train disaster 
is scheduled to raise rail-safe¬ 
ty concerns with senior U.S. 
transport officials and mem¬ 
bers of Congress next week in 
Washington, D.C. 

Lac-Megantic Mayor Colette 
Roy-Laroche will be part of a 
delegation of elected officials 
from Quebec, New Brunswick 
and the U.S. on a mission to 
press their concerns with deci¬ 
sion makers working on new 
rail-security legislation. 

Roy-Laroche’s community 


Michigan 


It's OK if you 
are annoying 

It’s soon expected to be OK to 
be wilfully annoying in Grand 
Rapids. 

The Grand Rapids Press 
reports that the city commis¬ 
sion is nixing a 38-year-old 
section of city code that states 
“no person shall wilfully an- 


made global headlines last July 
when a tanker train loaded 
with volatile crude oil derailed 
and exploded in the middle 
of town, obliterating build¬ 
ings and killing 47 people. The 
crash set off international dis¬ 
cussions on rail safety in an era 
that has seen oil-by-rail ship¬ 
ments multiply in just a few 
years. 

The delegation will be in 
Washington from March 9-12 
and is part of an initiative by 
the Union of Quebec Munici¬ 
palities. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


noy another person.” 

City attorney Catherine 
Mish recommended repealing 
the language, saying the 
wording is vague and un¬ 
enforceable. 

Last year, rules that got a 
look included one prohibiting 
people from riding horses 
on a sidewalk and another 
allowing jail time for failing 
to return a libraiy book. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Ford says his appearance 
on Kimmel show a success 



Toronto Mayor Rob Ford has his forehead wiped by host Jimmy Kimmel on 
the late night talk show Jimmy Kimmel Live on Monday night in Los 


Angeles. ANDY holmes/the associated press 


‘Bananas for Rob.’ 

Mayor said he received 
support after the 
show and denied that 
Kimmel had made a 
fool out of him 


Mayor Rob Ford rejected 
suggestions on Tuesday 
that late-night TV comed¬ 
ian Jimmy Kimmel had hu¬ 
miliated him, and denied 
needing help for substance 
abuse. 

Speaking at city hall 
after his trip to Los Angeles, 
an upbeat Ford sloughed off 
Kimmel’s reruns of several 
embarrassing videos and 
his suggestion the mayor 
find someone to talk to 
about his addictions. 

“I don’t have any person¬ 
al issues,” Ford said. 

“We’ve gone down that 
road a number of times.” 

For much of his 
15-minute appearance on 


Jimmy Kimmel Live late 
Monday, the mayor looked 
uncomfortable as the com¬ 
edian razzed him over a ser¬ 
ious of incidents that have 
garnered Ford worldwide 
attention. 

“Our first guest tonight 
has tripped, bumped, 
danced, argued and smoked 
his way into our national 
consciousness,” Kimmel 
said by way of introduction. 

Ford said he had received 
a “lot of support” following 
his appearance and denied 
that Kimmel had made a 
fool out of him. 

“I knew I was going into 
a lion’s den but I held my 
own,” the mayor said. 

Kimmel drew laughs 
from the studio audience 
by playing several videos 
that have gone viral, in¬ 
cluding ones from a meet¬ 
ing in which Ford mimes 
a drunk driver, dances in 
council chambers and al¬ 
most knocks down a fellow 
councillor. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Mardi Gras celebrations in New Orleans 

Members of the Krewe of Zulu hold painted coconuts to give to parade-goers as they march during Mardi Gras 
in New Orleans on Tuesday. The Zulu parade began on schedule, led by a New Orleans police vanguard on 
horseback that included Mayor Mitch Landrieu. gerald herbert/the associated press 


Kentucky. Governor 
says state will appeal 
gay-marriage case 


The governor of Kentucky 
said Tuesday the state will 
hire outside attorneys to ap¬ 
peal a judge’s decision grant¬ 
ing legal recognition to same- 
sex couples married in other 
states and countries after the 
attorney general announced 
that he would not pursue the 
case further. 

The split legal decisions 
from two Democrats come 
four days after a federal judge 
gave the socially conservative 
southern state 21 days to im¬ 
plement a ruling overturning 
a voter-imposed ban on recog¬ 
nizing same-sex unions. 

The disagreement comes 
against the backdrop of simi¬ 
lar rulings or actions in sever¬ 
al other states where same-sex 
couples have long fought for 
the right to many. Gay-mar¬ 
riage advocates have enjoyed a 
stunning series of legal victor¬ 
ies as judges have overturned 
voter-approved bans in Texas, 
Oklahoma, Utah and Virginia. 

At least 17 states, mostly in 
the Northeast and Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., allow same-sex mar¬ 
riage. Others may soon follow 
depending on how federal ap¬ 
peals courts, and eventually 
the U.S. Supreme Court, rule 
on state bans that have been 



overturned. 

Six federal judges have 
issued pro-gay-marriage 
rulings since the Supreme 
Court’s decision last June that 
struck down part of the feder¬ 
al anti-gay-marriage law. The 
latest came last week in Texas. 

On Tuesday, Kentucky At¬ 
torney General Jack Conway 
said at a news conference that 
he decided he would not ap¬ 
peal the case because “I would 
be defending discrimination. 
That I will not do.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Berlin police 


Breast implants 
no reason to 
keep woman off 
the force: Court 

A German court has 
ruled that a prospective 
Berlin police recruit’s 
breast implants can¬ 
not legally be used as 
grounds to keep her off 
the force. 

The woman applied 
in 2012 to join the Ber¬ 
lin police force, but was 
rejected after authorities 
said her breast implants 
would prevent her from 
wearing a protective 
vest or riot gear. They 
argued the implants 
would mean the protect¬ 
ive gear put so much 
pressure on her chest 
that there was a risk of 
fibrosis or other health 
problems. 

But a Berlin adminis¬ 
trative court on Tuesday 
upheld her challenge 
of the decision, saying 
a doctor testified that 
protective gear should 
cause no greater health 
problems for a woman 
with implants than with¬ 
out. 

The woman’s name 
was not released due to 
German privacy rules. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Market Minute 


o 

DOLLAR 
90.09C (-O.13C) 


Alberta to Wisconsin 


O TSX 

14,289.86 (+77.12) 


OIL 

$103.33 US (-$1.59) 


O GOLD 

$1,337-90 (-$12.40) 

Natural gas: $4.64 US (+$0.14) 
Dow Jones: 16,395-88 (+227.85) 



Enbridge shelling 
out $7B to replace 
oil pipeline 

Energy shipper Enbridge is 
spending $7 billion US to 
overhaul a 46-year-old oil 
pipeline between Alberta and 
Wisconsin — a project it says 
won’t have to go through the 


same U.S. federal process that 
has bogged down a rival’s 
Keystone XL proposal. 

In the largest project in 
its histoiy, Calgaiy-based En¬ 
bridge Inc. and its U.S. affiliate 
will be replacing Line 3 using 
improved steel and coating. 

Enbridge and its custom¬ 
ers concluded that replacing 
the line entirely was a more 
cost-effective option in the 
long term, the associated press 


Another big purchase? 


Facebookmay 
buy solar drone 
company for $6oM 

Faceboolc was in talks to buy 
Titan Aerospace to step up 
its efforts to provide Internet 
access to remote parts of the 
world, according to reports in 
the technology blog Tech- 


crunch and financial news 
outlet CNBC Tuesday. 

Both websites cited an¬ 
onymous sources who were 
familiar with the deal and put 
a purchase price at 
$60 million US. 

Faceboolc spokesman 
Tucker Bounds said Tuesday 
that the company does not 
comment on rumours and 
speculation. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Dear America, 
please approve 
Keystone XL 


Sincerely, Canada. 

Our government has 
sent the U.S. a letter 
asking that the pipeline 
gets the OK from Obama 


The Canadian government is 
expressing a desire to work 
with the United States on 
reducing oil and gas pollu¬ 
tion in a letter to the Obama 
administration that calls for 
approval of the Keystone XL 
pipeline. 

The letter argues the 
merits of the pipeline on en¬ 
vironmental, economic and 
energy-security grounds — 
and it suggests a willingness, 
without offering specifics, to 
take additional steps to curb 
greenhouse-gas emissions. 


From, Canada's ambassador 


“Our energy and 
environment officials 
are currently assessing 
common energy issues, 
including potential oil 
and gas issues, which 
we could usefully 
address together.” 

Said the note to U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry, dated Feb. 28 and released Tuesday. 

The three-page note 
from Canada’s ambassador 
to Washington, Gary Doer, 
says the two countries have 
already worked together on 
different climate initiatives, 
including vehicle-emissions 
standards, and they can do 
more, the Canadian press 


Getting feedback 


U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry is leading a regula¬ 
tory review of TransCanada 
Corp.’s pipeline proposal 
and is accepting public 


comments during a 90-day 
national-interest determina 
tion phase, including the 
letter from the Canadian 
government. 



Fiscal plan? Psssh! Have you heard about my recess plans? 

U.S. President Barack Obama sits with Marcus Wesby and other preschool students during his visit to Powell Elementary School in the Petworth neighbourhood of 
Washington on Tuesday. Obama visited the school to talk about his fiscal 2015 federal budget proposal, which was released Tuesday. The blueprint for fiscal 2015, 
which begins Oct. 1, includes new spending for preschool education and job training, expanded tax credits for 13.5 million low-income workers without children and 
more than $1 trillion US in higher taxes over the next decade, mostly for the wealthiest Americans and corporations, pablo martinez monsivais/the associated press 


Poll says. Average RRSP 
contribution dips to $3,518 


Money. Ukraine also 
battles for its economic life 


Two-thirds of Canadians polled 
would like to have put more 
money into their RRSPs for 
the 2013 tax year, according to 
a new survey that found aver¬ 
age contributions were down 
slightly this time around. 


The Bank of Montreal sur¬ 
vey, conducted last week, said 
that Canadians were contrib¬ 
uting an average of $3,518 to 
their RRSPs, down $26 from an 
average of $3,544 for the 2012 
tax year, the Canadian press 


The battle over Ukraine’s fu¬ 
ture is also economic: On Tues¬ 
day, Russia cranked up the 
pressure by ending discounts 
on its natural gas supplies, 
while the U.S. and European 
Union offered quiclc-fix aid to 


the beleaguered government. 

To help Ukraine in the long¬ 
er term, International Monet- 
aiy Fund experts began work 
on a plan to stabilize the near¬ 
bankrupt country’s finances. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Chrysler punts government funds for Ontario plants 



Sergio Marchionne, Chrysler’s CEO, speaks at the Canadian International Auto 
Show in Toronto on Feb. 13. chris young/the associated press 


Chrysler Group LLC says it will 
continue with plans to start a 
new minivan assembly line in 
Windsor, Ont., even though it 
is no longer seeking funding 
from the federal and Ontario 
governments. 

The auto giant said Tues¬ 
day it will also invest in its 
Brampton, Ont., assembly 
plant, which builds the Dodge 
Charger, Challenger and 
Chrysler 300. 

Chiysler said government 
officials were notified earlier 
this week that it was with¬ 
drawing its request for $700 


million in subsidies because 
the projects were being used 
as a “political football.” 

“It is clear to us that our 
projects are now being used as 
a political football, a process 
that, in our view, apart from 
being unnecessary and ill- 
advised, will ultimately not be 
to the benefit of Chiysler,” the 
company said in a statement. 

“As a result, Chrysler will 
deal in an unfettered fashion 
with its strategic alternatives 
regarding product develop¬ 
ment and allocation, and will 
fund out of its own resources 


whatever capital require¬ 
ments the Canadian oper¬ 
ations require.” 

Meanwhile, the Ontario 
government called the deci¬ 
sion by Chiysler evidence that 
negotiations had been suc¬ 
cessful between officials and 
the car maker. 

“Our negotiations with 
Chiysler were consistent with 
our past level of support for 
major auto investments,” said 
Eric Hoskins, Ontario minister 
of economic development, in 
a statement. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Future here uncertain 


Chrysler Group LLC said it will 
start upgrading its Canadian 
factories with its own capital 
but its investment will de¬ 
pend on Canada’s competi¬ 
tiveness with other global 
factories and cooperation 
with the union. Of particular 
importance will be the out¬ 
come of collective bargaining 
negotiations in 2016 with 
UN I FOR (the merged entity of 
the CAW and CEP). 
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THERE’S A DIRE NEED FOR... CLOWNS? 


There’s a worldwide shortage of clowns. 

I’m not clowning around. I’m serious. Ac¬ 
cording to an “exclusive” story in the New 
York Daily News, the membership of the 
World Clown Association has declined by 
1,000 in the past decade, from 3,500 to 2,500. 

This has implications for the future of 
clowning: 

Instead of “Send in the clowns,” we’ll have 
to change the lyrics to “Send in a clown” or “Is 
there a clown around?” 

At the point in the circus where all the 
clowns pile out of the VW Beetle, we’ll have 
to add a few acrobats and lion tamers to beef 
up the numbers. Maybe the plate spinner and 
the knife thrower. 

Desperate times. It’s enough to wipe the smile off any 
clown’s face, but of course you can’t do that because it’s paint¬ 
ed on. 



Paul Sullivan 

metronews.ca 


Various reasons are offered for the decline 
but the main one is attrition. The old clowns 
are dying off, and there aren’t enough young 
ones ready to take over. Young people who 
think they’re funny go into stand-up comedy, 
where you don’t need a red nose, just a potty 
mouth. 

But I think the real culprit is Stephen 
King, who wrote about a creepy clown called 
Pennywise in It, the scariest novel ever writ¬ 
ten, back in 1986. Pennywise offered kids 
balloons and then ate them (the kids, not the 
balloons). 

Clowns have never been the same since. 
Instead of lovable old Bozo, we have Krusty of 
the Simpsons, the disreputable echo of 

Pennywise. 

Of course, there was the notorious real-life creepy clown 
John Wayne Gacy—the Chicago serial killer who was re¬ 


sponsible for at least 33 deaths throughout the ‘70s of young 
men and boys. When he wasn’t murdering people and bury¬ 
ing them under his porch, he entertained children as Pogo 
the Clown. 

After Pogo, Pennywise and Krusty, no one in their right 
mind would want to be a clown. 

It’s too bad, really. A clown can happy up a birthday party, 
but these days Princess doesn’t want some dumb old clown; 
she wants Justin Bieber — and the way he’s going, he’ll be do¬ 
ing birthday parties by July. 

Talk about creepy clowns. 

If this keeps up they may have to lower the standards at 
clown boot camp. Yep, at last year’s Ringling Bros. Clown Col¬ 
lege (it’s hard to resist the urge to spell everything with a “K,” 
as in Klown Kollege) only 14 out of 531 applicants were select¬ 
ed to attend boot camp (Clown Feet 101? Introductory Prat¬ 
falls?) and only 11 of those were hired on to the circus. 

At that rate they’ll have to retire the VW Beetle. Smart 
car, maybe? 


ZOOM 


Oscar-worthy picture by NASA 


Gravity images 
outshine movie 



COURTESY NASA 


Space drama Gravity wasthe big 
winneron Oscar night — now 
savourthe movie’sinspiration. 
NASA has released spectacular 
real-life space photosthatare 
st ri ki n g ly re mi ni see nt of t h e 
jaw-dropping scenes and 
panoramas from the movie. The 
space agency tweeted the set of 
archiveimages under 
# Rea IGravity. metro 


Astronaut says 


“I told (Sandra Bullock) 
that I had long hair, 
and if you pulled a 
hair out and pushed it 
against something, you 
could move yourself 
across the space 
station. That's how 
little force it takes.” 

NASA Expedition 26 astronaut Cady 
Coleman, explaining to Gravity star Sandra 
Bullock what life is like in micro gravity. 


Art imitates life 

In this I984imagethat 
showcases the chilling yet 
beautifulisolation of space, 
NASA astronaut Bruce 
McCandlessll was 
photographed further away 
from hisspaceshipthanany 
otherastronautin history. He 
was able to do so thanks to a 
nitrogenjet-propelled backpack. 
He was 98 metres from the 
Challenger orbiter. metro 


Clickbait 



ANDREW 

FIFIELD 

andrew.fifield@metronews.ca 


Despite the best 
efforts of a certain 
lamentable patent 
troll, podcasting is 
still going strong 
and the diversity 
of presentations, 
subjects and 
gimmicks becomes 
more diverse by 
the day. Here are 
three can’t-miss 
subscriptions on 
iTunes. 

Sodajerker: 

A British songwriting team turns their love of music into an excuse to talk 
songwriting with some of their heroes. Nick Lowe, Johnny Marr, Rufus 
Wainwright and Ron Sexsmith are just a few of the many to sit down to talk about 
their lives, their feuds and, of course, their songs. 

Welcome To Night Vale: 

We’ve already mentioned the wonderfully weird premise of a community radio 
station broadcasting from a small town besieged by supernatural events and the 
machinations of mysterious, all-powerful figures. However, I still meet people 
who have never heard of it - even though they have a perfectly good Internet 
connection. Absurd. 

IRLTalk: 

Formerly known as Geek Friday, the new name manages to hang onto the 
Internet jargon while not scaring away those too delicate to handle being called 
a * *spit* geek. But the material remains the same - witty talk about whatever 
foolishness or tech is hot this week, alongside evergreen topics like the 
loathsomeness of trolls or the great butlers of pop culture history. 



Ron Sexsmith getty images 


Comments 


RE: Proper Spelling Is Sexy, says 
Metro’s Jessica Napier, published 
March 4 

there is nothing wrong with "donut", 
there’s nothing wrong with "text- 
speak". you write as if something 
vaguely horrible will happen if we 


don’t quickly fix all these terrible 
things that are destroying language, 
there is no evidence anywhere that 
we’re all being hopelessly confused 
by the lack of a comma, linguists 
know this perfectly well, but authors 
like Lynne Truss only fan the flames 
of this manufactured "grammar 
police state", ugh. 

Hank posted to metronews.ca 


WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU: 

Send us your comments: halifaxletters@metronews.ca 
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Creator goes WABAC to 
Rocky & Bullwinkle well 


Improbable history. 

Time-travelling cult TV 
cartoon characters get 
big-screen treatment 



IN 

FOCUS 

Richard Crouse 
scene@metronews.ca 


Jay Ward may not be a house¬ 
hold name, but many of the 
characters he created are. 

As the grand poobah at 
Jay Ward Productions he 
produced the animated tele¬ 
vision shows that gave us 
Rocky & Bullwinkle, Dudley 
Do-Right, Peabody and Sher¬ 
man and George of the Jungle 
among others. 

His cartoons weren’t just 
for kids. The Los Angeles 
Times wrote, “The good ones, 
which Ward was a master at 
creating, worked at two lev¬ 
els: One direct and another 
wonderfully satiric.” 

This weekend his charac¬ 
ters take over the big screen 
in Mr. Peabody & Sherman, 
an animated film starring the 
voices of Modern Family’s Ty 
Burrell, Stephen Colbert and 
Leslie Mann. 

Mr. Peabody & Sherman 
isn’t the first film based on 
Ward’s characters. 

In a 1992 television movie 
(originally shot in 1988 for 
theatrical release) SCTV alum 
Dave Thomas played Boris 
Badenov, “world’s greatest 
no-goodnilc.” With his part¬ 
ner-in-crime Natasha Fatale 
(Sally Kellerman) he leaves 



Finding their ‘wayback’ 


Based on Peabody’s Improb¬ 
able History segment from 
the Rocky and Bullwinkle 
Show, the movie sees the 
duo use the WABAC ma¬ 
chine to ping pong through 
time, interacting with every¬ 
one from Marie Antoinette 
to King Tut to Leonardo da 
Vinci and Albert Einstein. 


Pottsylvania for the United 
States to retrieve a micro¬ 
chip. TV Guide said, “as a 


90-minute feature film, it’s 
at least 80 minutes too long,” 
but it’s worth a gander to see 
one of the rare live action per¬ 
formances of June Foray, the 
original voice of Rocky. 

Brendan Fraser brought 
two of Ward’s characters to 
life, George of the Jungle and 
Dudley Do-Right. 

George of the Jungle is 
a riff on Tarzan. He’s a boy 
raised in the jungle by an ape 
(John Cleese) but who never 
mastered the art of swing¬ 
ing from tree to tree. Rot¬ 
ten Tomatoes gives it a 56% 
Fresh Rating, but the film 


remains most memorable for 
the catchy “George, George/ 
George of the Jungle/ Strong 
as he can be/ Watch out for 
that tree,” theme song by 
the Presidents of the United 
States of America. 

Two years later Fraser 
was back in another Ward 
inspired movie about a bum¬ 
bling Canadian Mountie 
called Dudley Do-Right who 
“always gets his man.” 

Co-starring with Sarah 
Jessica Parker and Alfred 
Molina, the stoiy saw Dudley 
track his nemesis, the de¬ 
praved Snidely Whiplash. Bad 


reviews — USA Today called it 
a “Dead-carcass spinoff of Jay 
Ward’s animated TV favor¬ 
ite” — doomed the movie, 
but the character lives on as 
part of an amusement park 
ride called Dudley Do-Right’s 
Ripsaw Falls at the Islands of 
Adventure theme park. 

Finally, despite a big name 
cast — Jason Alexander, Rene 
Russo and John Goodman — 
The Adventures of Rocky & 
Bullwinkle bombed at the 
box office despite Robert 
De Niro doing a take on his 
famous “You talkin’ to me?” 
speech from Taxi Driver. 



11* 

Annual 
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Thursday, March 6, 7:00 to 9:30 pm 
at the Cunard Centre 



Atlantic Canada’s premier food and wine event. 

Showcasing Nova Scotia's finest restaurants, uines and gourmet products 


Must be 
19+ to attend 


or call 902-429-5343 
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Broken Bells: Holding on For Life? 


No expiry date. 
Superduo pledge to 
continue making music 
together indefinitely 


As The Shins’ James Mercer 
and highly sought-after pro¬ 
ducer Danger Mouse, whose 
real name is Brian Burton, 
were preparing their second 
album as Broken Bells, they 
noticed some new benefits to 
their increasingly worlced-in 
collaboration. 

“It’s easier to be blunt,” 
said Mercer with a laugh in 
Toronto, seated in a hotel 
conference room next to his 
bandmate. “(Brian can say): ‘I 
don’t like that.’ And I’m just 
like, ‘OK. On we go.’” 

The duo had travelled 
north for a pair of shows 
— Monday in Toronto and 
Tuesday in Montreal — a little 
over a month following the 
release of After the Disco. 

The band’s sophomore ef¬ 
fort opened at No. 3 on the 
Canadian Billboard chart, its 
highest placement worldwide 
(“Better taste up here,” mur¬ 
mured Mercer when asked to 
muse on their north-of-the- 
border success). 

True to its title — refer¬ 
encing the post-party come¬ 
down — After the Disco is a 
rather down affair. 

Where the first record 
mixed Mercer’s winsome 
whine with eclectic ear-candy 
arrangements polished to a 
lavish sheen by Burton, its 
follow-up varies its mood 
more judiciously, even as cer¬ 
tain tunes (especially the title 
track) dial the tempo upward. 

“We both have that affin¬ 
ity for melancholic music,” 
explained Mercer. 

If the sound of the record 
is slightly different, the pro- 



James Mercer, left, and Danger Mouse (a.k.a. Brian Burton) of Broken Bells, sony music Canada 


Quoted 


“We both have that affinity for melancholic music.” 

James Mercer, on the mood of After the Disco 


cess behind it really wasn’t. 

Again, Mercer went down 
to L.A. and stayed in Burton’s 
guest room. Together they 
worked eveiy day at Bur¬ 
ton’s studio, staying up late 
into the night penning lyrics 
together. 

Largely, it seems as though 
the collaboration is fuelled by 
their friendship, which has 


only grown closer since they 
linked up to work on the first 
album. 

And Burton — who has 
produced albums for a range 
of high-profile artists includ¬ 
ing Norah Jones, Beck, The 
Black Keys and Cee Lo Green 
(as the duo Gnarls Barkley) — 
says Mercer is indeed easier to 
work with than most. 


“This one, there’s no pol¬ 
itics involved,” said Burton, 
who first gained wide notice 
for the Beatles/Jay-Z mashup 
The Grey Album. 

“There’s no watching what 
you say or what you do so 
much. It’s just me and James.” 

Discussions of Burton’s 
personal studio might con¬ 
jure images of a plush music¬ 
al retreat — but it was actual¬ 
ly much more modest. 

“It was like a crappy law¬ 
yer’s office,” said a laughing 
Mercer. “Small and dingy.... It 
was really that sort of innocu¬ 
ous suburban strip mall office 


type of thing. 

“The vocal booth is pretty 
hilarious,” he added. “There’s 
an auto body shop right be¬ 
hind where the vocal booth 
sits ... (so) you can hear some¬ 
one grinding the bondo off (a 
car).” 

Mercer, who has worked 
in isolation through much 
of his run creating witty, af¬ 
fecting music with The Shins, 
seems to relish having a part¬ 
ner in Burton. 

For his part, Burton also 
prizes Broken Bells as a cre¬ 
ative outlet over which he has 
uncommon control. 


Range life 


Mercer's high-pitched 
vocals have become more 
and more pliant — check 
the Bee Gees-indebted 
Holding on For Life, for 
instance — and he credits 
the change to working with 
Burton. 


• “I’ve gotten better, I 
think, at singing,” he 
said. 


• Burton likewise admit¬ 
ted he was sometimes 
caught off guard by 
Mercer’s range: “I do get 
surprised every once in 
a while — ‘Where did 
that come from?' But 
then after you do that 
so many times, you're 
almost not surprised 
(anymore).” 


Although both artists are 
extremely busy — Burton is 
currently helming the up¬ 
coming U2 record, but de¬ 
clines to offer any details on 
the long-awaited album — 
they’re insistent that Broken 
Bells is a going concern. 

Burton, especially, has 
tired of the widely held pre¬ 
sumption that this was a col¬ 
laboration with an expiration 
date. 

“It seems like we could 
keep doing this forever, real¬ 
ly,” Mercer said. 

“It’s a band,” added Bur¬ 
ton. “It would be no different 
than some band coming in on 
their second album and ask¬ 
ing if they’re planning on do¬ 
ing it forever — they’d prob¬ 
ably look at you like you’re 
kind of nuts. 

“We’re a band, why 
wouldn’t we?” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Raising the goof in the Big Brother house 



The global Big Brother fran¬ 
chise is known for encour¬ 
aging its outlandish partici¬ 
pants to lie, manipulate and 
scheme their way through 
the game. 

In the Canadian spinoff, 
the reality show also wants 
the baclcstabbing cast to pro¬ 
vide plenty of laughs, and 
producer John Brunton says 
that meant seeking out some 
seriously funny house guests. 

“Comedy combined with 
all of the drama and the tears 
and the heart-and-soul and 


In the scheme of things 


Big Brother Canada returns 
Wednesday on Slice and 
Global, airing three nights a 
week, Wednesdays, Thurs¬ 
days and Sundays on Slice. 


the absolute insanity of it all, 
I think it’s an important part 
of the mix,” says Brunton, go¬ 
ing on to compare the Can¬ 
uck version to incarnations 


around the world. 

“Perhaps we view that as 
an important part of the mix 
more than people do in some 
other places.” The Slice ser¬ 
ies returns Wednesday with a 
whole new crew of attention- 
seekers ranging in age from 
a 20-year-old student to a 
43-year-old Cape Town refu¬ 
gee. 

Most of the 14 houseguests 
are in their 20s, with a 15th 
contender set to be revealed 
during the premiere. 

Brunton says one of the 


surprises of last year’s debut 
was how goofy things got — 
when people weren’t having 
tantrums or tear-filled break¬ 
downs, that is. 

He’s hoping for more of 
the same this year. 

The antics will unfold in a 
brand new Big Brother Can¬ 
ada house — an unexpected 
changeup that only came 
about because the studio used 
for the inaugural Big Brother 
Canada season was sold, says 
Brunton. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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METRO DISH 

OUR TAKE ON THE WORLD OF CELEBRITIES 


The Word 



Scarjomllbe 
rocking the 
cradlewith 
French fiance 

THE 
WORD 

Dorothy Robinson 
scene@metronews.ca 



Scarlett Johansson, 29, is 
expecting a baby with her 
French fiance, Romain 
Dauriac, E! News confirmed. 

Not much is known 
about Johansson’s baby 
daddy. Alternate reports 
have him as a journal¬ 
ist, the head of a creative 
agency and an advertis¬ 
ing director. Whoever he 
is, he has excellent taste: 
Johansson showed off her 
ginormous vintage art 


deco engagement ring at 
the Venice Film Festival in 
September. 

Did Scarjo know she 
was pregnant when she 
talked with the Daily Mail 
in December? “I would like 
to have my own family, that 
would be nice,” she said. 
“They say it’s never the 
right time and I am sure 
that’s true, but I think you 
have to plan it like anything 
else.” Looks like that time 
is now. 

But what does the happy 
news mean for Johansson’s 
next turn as Black Widow 
in Avengers: Age of Ultron? 
The actress is set to begin 
work on the sequel to the 
2012 hit on April 5 follow¬ 
ing her promotional tour 
for Captain America: the 
Winter Soldier, and while 
Marvel Studios has no com¬ 
ment about adjusting her 
schedule, an insider says, 
“They’re going to fast-track 
her scenes.” 


Cameron and Sofia finally Spike Jonze of contention 


It took more than a dec¬ 
ade, but Cameron Diaz has 
reportedly forgiven direc¬ 
tor Sofia Coppola for the 
perceived slight of Anna 
Faris’ ditzy actress character 
in Lost in Translation, sus¬ 
pected by many to be based 
on Diaz as retaliation for 
her flirtation with Coppola’s 
then-husband, Spike Jonze. 
“Sofia and Cameron have 
had an incredibly difficult 
relationship since 1999, the 
year Sofia married Spike. 


It only got worse when the 
film came out and it became 
pretty well-known that part 
of the movie was based on 
their real-life feud,” a source 
tells Radar Online — though 
Coppola has downplayed the 
comparison. “There has been 
a thaw in the relationship 
between Sofia and Cameron 
in recent months. They had 
drinks this summer and 
cleared the air, possibly even 
paving the way for a future 
collaboration.” 
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DANNY BHOY 


{‘ BEST INTERNATIONAL ACT 

“One of 
the most 
sparkling wits 
in the world.”_ 1 
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Dear Epson 


You could 


win front ^ 


row tickets and a 


TWO TO 


SCOTLAND! 


^transat 



Win a pair of front 


row tickets to Danny 


Bhoy’s Dear Epson 


Tour at the Rebecca 


Cohn Auditorium on 


March 7! 


Grand prize: a trip 


for two to Scotland 


including flights, 


courtesy of Air 


Transat, and 4 nights 


accommodation 


courtesy of the 


British Council! 


WWW.CLUBMETRO.COM 


7 • 7 pm & 9:30 pm 
Rebecca Cohn Auditorium 
Dalhousie Arts Centre 

DALHOUSIE ARTS CENTRE BOX OFFICE 
902-494-3820 or 1-800-874-1669 
artscentre.dal.ca 


Halifax portion of contest closes March 5,2014 at noon. Open to Canadian residents, excluding Quebec, 18 years or older. No purchase necessary. Odds of winning 
depend on the number of eligible entries. Go to www.clubmetro.com to enter and fill out entry form, including skill-testing question. There is one (1) Grand Prize of a 
trip for two (2) to Glasgow, Scotland, which includes return airfare to Glasgow, Scotland for two (2) people, on Air Transat, from the major Canadian airport closest to 
the selected entrant’s place of residence that has direct Air Transat flights to Glasgow (i.e., the following airports: Toronto Pearson International, Calgary International 
Airport and Vancouver International Airport), four (4) nights hotel accommodation, courtesy of the British Council, total prize valued at approximately $5,000 CAD 
(based upon departure from Toronto, actual value may vary depending upon time and place of departure). 


TO ENTER TODAY! 
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Finding the magic in Mexico 



Loreto. This sleepy 
seaside village is the 
destination developers 
forgot — so get there 
before the hordes do 


Efforts to turn the Mexican sea¬ 
side village of Loreto into a ma¬ 
jor destination have been going 
on for years. So far, though, the 
results have been limited, and 
that in itself makes it worth 
visiting. 

Loreto is already a gem — a 
historic town nestled between 
gold-hued mountains and the 
blue Sea of Cortez. It’s known 
mainly to whale watchers (late 
winter), sport fishermen (year- 
round) and snowbirds who 
drive down from British Col¬ 
umbia. 

Loreto was earmarked for 
tourism development 30 years 
ago, part of an initiative that 
also included Cancun, Ixtapa, 
parts of Oaxaca and Los Cabos. 
While the others flourished, 
the development of Loreto fal¬ 
tered. In a renewed effort two 
years ago, Mexico’s tourism 
agency gave Loreto its “Magic 
Town” moniker, a label to pro¬ 
mote places notable for natural 
beauty, cultural riches or histor¬ 
ical relevance. Still, the inter¬ 
national airport here welcomed 
only about 40,000 tourists last 
year, compared to the million 
or so who flew to Los Cabos, 
480 kilometres to the south. 

And there are no cruise 
ships. Instead, there is the Lor¬ 
eto Bay National Marine Park, 
a UNESCO World Heritage site 
made up of five islands access¬ 


ible only by boat. 

After a 90-minute flight 
from Los Angeles — the only 
U.S. gateway at present — you 
will find a town seemingly 
frozen by the economic down¬ 
turn, with half-built hotels and 
empty storefronts. 

You’ll also find a bit of “old” 


Mexico. There are a fair num¬ 
ber of people who speak no 
English, friendly ex-pats happy 
to offer suggestions, a scatter¬ 
ing of small festivals, a soccer 
stadium with spirited games, 
and a local mariachi band that 
plays in khakis, not costumes. 
Following are some highlights. 


History 

Loreto became the first Span¬ 
ish settlement on the Baja Cali¬ 
fornia peninsula when Jesuit 
missionaries established the 
Mission of Our Lady of Loreto 
in 1697. The baroque-style 
church still functions, and is 
used for weddings. An adjacent 
Mission Museum highlights 
not only the religious past, but 
also the political histoiy, as 
Loreto served as the regional 
capital from 1697 to 1777. An 
18th-century church popular 
with pilgrims is located an 
hour away, high in the Sierra 
de la Giganta mountains in the 
hamlet of San Javier. Lunch is 
available at a restaurant in the 
village, which only got full-time 
electricity in 2012. 

Waterfront 

A new, multimillion-dollar 


Dining 


• Canipole. A spot that 
has no menu, no roof 
and an open kitchen, 
and provides traditional 
blankets for diners to wear 
when temperatures fall. 
The guacamole is made 
tableside, followed by the 
daily special, which usually 
contains divine mole. 


promenade makes for a pleas¬ 
ant waterfront stroll and pro¬ 
vides for spectacular views east 
towards the islands. It passes a 
lighthouse and a small marina, 
where skippered pangas (small 
open boats with outboard mo¬ 
tors) can be rented for about 
$100 for fishing, bird-watching, 
wildlifeviewing or a lift to the 
white-sand beach on Coronado 
Island. Farther down, the side¬ 
walk runs past a city beach, 
empty during the Januaiy 
chill but for the permanent 
thatched-roof palapas that pro¬ 
vide relief from the sun. 

Beaches 

The best beaches are a short 
drive from Loreto, but the 
roads are good and the travel 
easy. Thirty kilometres south 
is the community of Ensenada 
Blanca, which undoubtedly has 
the most spectacular views of 
the marine park. You can access 
the beach through a time-share 
property, the Villa Del Palmar. 
It sells a visitor pass for $65 US 
per person, which includes un¬ 
limited food and drinks, and use 
of the pools and beach from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. the associated press 


AIR CANADA 


Occidental Grand Xcaret 

NON-STOP FLIGHTS FROM HALIFAX, HOTEL & TRANSFERS 
Riviera Maya, Mexico 
Occidental Grand Xcaret 


All-Inclusive • Deluxe Unlimited Xcaret Experience rm. 
Mar. 16 • 1 wk. 


$1399 

Jd taxes & other fees: $116 

$1479 


UNLIMITED 

iXUflETXPERIEIICE 



VACATIONS 


ill-' 


All-Inclusive • Deluxe Unlimited Xcaret Experience rm. 

Apr. 6 • 1 wk. 

Add taxes & other fees: $116 

The Unlimited Xcaret Xperience includes: 

• $980 USD in resort and park credit • Unlimited access to Xcaret 
Eco-archaeological Park • Private eco-cultural guided tour • And more 



OCCirTNTM GRANT* 


— 65 * — 

XCAtfT 


aircanadavacations.com 


Call 1 877 236-6228 or your travel agent 


Prices reflect applicable reductions, are subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Prices are in Canadian dollars, are valid for bookings made on Mar. 5,2014, apply to new bookings only and for departure dates as indicated. Prices are per person based on double occupancy, unless otherwise stated, from Halifax International 
Airport in Economy class and include surcharges. Non-refundable. Subject to availability at time of booking. Not applicable to group bookings. Further information available from a travel agent. Flights operated by Air Canada or Air Canada rouge. For applicable terms and conditions, consult the Air Canada Vacations brochures or www.aircanadavacations.com. ■ 'Valid for 
travel from Mar. 1 and completed by Oct. 31,2014. Select packages only. Minimum 3-night stay required; 14-night maximum. Applicable to groups. ■®Aeroplan is a registered trademark of Aimia Canada Inc. ®Air Canada Vacations is a registered trademark of Air Canada, used under license by Touram Limited Partnership, 1440 St. Catherine W„ Suite 600, Montreal, QC. Visit 
www.aircanadavacations.com for up-to-date information. 
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Bucket list 


The Himalayas 

This summer, head for 
the hills — you won’t find 
anything more achingly 
beautiful than Northern 
India. Always a top spot for 
committed backpackers 
and mountaineers, this 
remote region welcomes 
the regular traveller via 
the inventive Shakti Vil¬ 
lage Experiences. These 
adventures offer private 
tours through a paradise 
of pristine nature. There 
is rafting, camping, camel 
riding and cooking classes, 
along with hikes to villages 
and temples. You stay in 
a traditional Himalayan 
home with a porter, chef 
and guides who keep things 
safe and comfortable. It is 
off the beaten track, but 
with niceties you wouldn’t 
expect at 10,000 feet above 
sea level. Visit shaktihima- 
laya.com. doug wallace/metro 


Your travel questions answered 


What’s the deal? 
Metro’s globe-trotting 
columnist offers advice 
on common quandaries 



ON THE 
MOVE 

Loren Christie 
life@metronews.ca 


This week I’m answering some 
reader questions about travel. 

Heading to Europe this sum¬ 
mer. Where can I get the best 
bang for my buck? 

According to Hotels.com’s 
Hotel Price Index, which 
pinpoints cities where you 
can find affordable hotel 
rooms, you should be looking 
at capitals that all start with 
the letter B for the best value: 
think Brussels, Berlin and 
Budapest. Lisbon also makes 
the under $200-per-night cut. 
Additionally, the Portuguese 
capital offers great restaurant 
food at reasonable prices. 

Can I get a prescription filled 
abroad? 



Pharmaceutical regulations are 
different in each country, so 
getting a supply of medicine 
on foreign soil isn’t simple. 
Ensure the pills you are look¬ 
ing for are legal in your host 
countiy and know the generic 
name and dosage for the medi¬ 
cation. Find an accredited, 


English-speaking physician 
through the local Canadian 
consulate or the International 
Association for Medical Assist¬ 
ance to Travellers (iamat.org). 

Doctors, who are mem¬ 
bers, will often make house 
calls to hotels. Be sure to fill 
the prescription at a phar¬ 


macy recommended by that 
doctor or attached to a clinic 
or hospital, as counterfeit 
drugs have become increas¬ 
ingly common abroad. 

Should you tip hotel room 
attendants? 

Absolutely, they’re often 


forgotten. I like to leave $2 to 
$5 per day, depending on extra 
touches provided, on the bed 
with a note of thanks. If you 
prefer to leave one tip at the 
end of a longer stay, leave an 
envelope at the front desk. 
Note your name and room 
number and dates of stay and 
ask to have it divided among 
all the staff who serviced your 
room. 

Any tips on avoiding lost 
luggage? 

When booking your trip, try 
a direct flight. If it’s not pos¬ 
sible, ensure you have ample 
time between flights for your 
bags to be transferred. 

Book your trip on the 
same airline so if a bag is 
lost you are dealing with 
one airline versus two that 
may tiy and push the blame 
onto each other. Label your 
baggage with your name 
and contact information 
including cellphone number. 
For security reasons, use 
your work address, not your 
home address, and put labels 
on the inside and outside of 
your luggage in case the tags 
get ripped off. 




Hilton 


WALDORF 

ASTORIA' 


CONRAD 


IjfamplmiA 


HOMEWOOD 

SUITES 


HOMES 


(c»). 

Hilton 

Grand Vacations 


HILTON 

HHONORS 


*“Long Weekend” is defined as Thursday through Sunday night. You must be an HHonors member and first register at HHonors.com/WeekendBonus prior to check-out of any eligible stay between February 1 and April 30,2014 (“Promotion Period”). 
1,000 bonus points per night of your stay in addition to 5,000 bonus points for a 2-night weekend stay. “Weekends” are defined as 2-consecutive nights between Thursday and Sunday. For a list of participating hotels, frequently asked questions, 
and the full terms and conditions of this offer, please visit the registration page, HHonors.com/WeekendBonus. ©2014 Hilton Worldwide. 


WEEKEND 

GETAWAYS 

JUST GOT MORE REWARDING. 

EARN UP TO 9,000 HHONORS 
BONUS POINTS ON A WEEKEND STAY. 


Sign up for the Weekend Rewards promotion from 
Hilton HHonors™ and earn 1,000 Bonus Points for 
every night you stay, plus an additional 5,000 Bonus 
Points for every weekend stay of two nights or more. 
That means you could earn up to 9,000 Bonus Points 
in one long weekend. Book and stay by April 30, 2014 
at participating hotels and resorts/ 5 Sign up now and 
make every weekend count for more. 


SIGN UP AT HHONORS.COM/WEEKENDBONUS 


Wuxi, China 
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The ABCs of nabbing some 1,2,3s: 
money in your post-secondary pocket 



Find your financing. 

You need brains 
for your campus 
endeavours, but you 
also need some cash 


RIANA 

TOPAN 

TalentEgg.ca 

Everyone knows that 
school is expensive, which 
is why there are number of 
different forms of financial 
assistance available to stu¬ 
dents at all levels. 

You may not think 
there’s a funding package 
out there for you, but chan¬ 
ces are a little research will 
show you otherwise. 

It can take a bit of dig¬ 
ging to find scholarships 
or grants you’re eligible 
for, but it’s a small price to 
pay for the chance to score 
some free cash. 

Scholarships, 
bursaries and 
grants 

Scholarships, bursaries and 
grants are three of the most 
common application-based 
sources of funding avail¬ 
able to students. 

Although all three are 
monetary awards given 
to students to help cover 
education-related expenses, 
they are usually disbursed 
according to different cri¬ 
teria. 

Scholarships are gener¬ 
ally based on merit, bursar¬ 
ies are typically based on fi¬ 


nancial need and grants are 
most often awarded for a 
specific project or program. 

How to apply 

To find out which awards 
are available to you, talk to 
your school’s registrar or 
main administrative office. 
They should either have 
information about student 
awards or be able to direct 
you to the department that 
does. 

Many schools also host a 
student award information 
session at the beginning of 
the school year to tell stu¬ 
dents about financial aid 


offered by the university 
or college — equip your¬ 
self with a pen and notepad 
and get there early, as seats 
tend to fill up fast. 

After you’ve checked 
with your school, do some 
research online to find out 
about awards offered by the 
government, foundations 
and corporations. 

Work-study 

programs 

Many schools offer co-op 
or work-study programs to 
give students a chance to 
gain hands-on experience 


in their chosen field before 
they graduate. 

How to apply 

Check with your depart¬ 
ment to make sure you’re 
eligible for the program, 
then ask if it’s OK for you 
to take a paid position and 
still get course credit. 

Once you’ve got the go- 
ahead, start contacting po¬ 
tential employers to find 
out about current oppor¬ 
tunities or try talking to 
students who’ve already 
done a placement to see if 
they know of any paid pos¬ 
itions you can apply for. 


Be proactive 


Once you know what schol¬ 
arship, bursary and grant 
opportunities exist, make 
a list of which ones you 
plan to apply for and what 
each application requires. 
You’ll usually need to fill 
out some kind of form and 
provide transcripts, letters 
of reference and possibly an 
application letter or essay. 


• Jot down the deadlines 
for each application in 
a calendar or planner 
and plan ahead to make 
sure you submit your 
applications on time - 
the competition can be 
pretty fierce and a late 
application will most 
likely mean you won't be 
considered. 


This work experience is 
a great opportunity to pos¬ 
ition yourself for future 
employment with a given 
office or department — it’s 
a great opportunity to show 
off your skills and build a 
professional network on 
campus. Future positions 
may also have a higher 
compensation rate than 
your work-study program. 
Be sure to work hard and 
make your interest known. 

Internships/ 

apprenticeships 

If your school does not of¬ 
fer a work-study or co-op 
program, consider apply¬ 
ing for an internship or ap¬ 


prenticeship on your own. 
This is a great way to get 
relevant work experience 
in your field and it can pro¬ 
vide a (modest) income to 
help you pay for school. 

How to apply 

Look for companies or or¬ 
ganizations in your area 
that are connected to your 
program of study. 

Contact the manager or 
human resources depart¬ 
ment to express your inter¬ 
est in the work they do and 
ask if they have any need for 
an extra set of hands in the 
coming months. 

Be sure to emphasize 
that you’re passionate about 
what you’re studying and 
you’re hoping to learn more 
about the career you’re 
pursuing by working “in the 
field.” 

If you’re still struggling 
to pay for school, consider 
taking on a part-time job to 
help you cover your costs. 

It can feel overwhelming to 
see your tuition, textbook 
and living costs add up as 
you work towards com¬ 
pleting a post-secondary 
program, but there is help 
out there. 

Spend some time doing 
your research to learn about 
the funding that’s avail¬ 
able — you’ll have to invest 
at least a few hours in each 
award or position you apply 
for, but it could be well 
worth your effort in the end. 

TALENTEGG.CA IS CANADA’S LEAD¬ 
ING JOB SITE AND ONLINE CAREER 
RESOURCE FOR COLLEGE AND 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS AND RECENT 
GRADUATES. 
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There is still time to start in March! 

We can approve admissions on-the-spot 
and provide help with financial planning. 
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Warm up and get your vitamin C fix 


Beef and Kale Soup. 
The superfood is often 
associated with being 
turned into crispy 
chips, but it also works 
great in main dishes 



DINNER 

EXPRESS 

Emily Richards 
food@metronews.ca 


FLASH FOOD 

From your fridge 
; to your table in 

30 minutes or less 


Kale is a great source of 
vitamin C and folate, so a 
little packs a punch. 

I love cooking with kale 
and especially adding it to 
soups and pastas. Try add¬ 
ing chopped kale to your 
next batch of any of home¬ 
made soups for some added 
nutrients and flavour. 

In this soup, the com¬ 
bination with the beef is 
perfect and subtle. It makes 


Ingredients 


• 1 tsp (5 ml) canola oil 

• l onion, thinly sliced 

• 2 cloves garlic, minced 

• 1/2 tsp (2 ml) each ground 
cumin and coriander 

• 4 cups (1 L) beef broth 

• 2 cups (500 ml) lightly packed 
finely shredded kale 

• l striploin grilling steak 
(about 8 oz/250 g) 

• 1 can (19 oz/540 ml) red 
kidney beans, drained and 
rinsed 

• Pinch freshly ground black 
pepper 


a hearty soup perfect for a 
cold winter’s night. 

If you let the soup cook 
longer, the kale continues 
to soften and cook flavour 
right into the soup. Add a 
dash of hot pepper sauce at 
the table for those who may 
want to add some extra heat 
to the soup. 


1. Heat the canola oil in a 
pot over medium heat and 
cook onion, garlic, cumin 
and coriander for about 8 
minutes or until softened 
and beginning to turn gold¬ 
en. Add stock and bring to 
boil. Add kale and cook, 
stirring occasionally for 5 
minutes. 


2. Meanwhile, trim any 
fat from steak and discard. 
Slice steak into thin strips 
and cut strips in half cross¬ 
wise. Add to soup along 
with beans and pepper and 
cook, stirring occasion¬ 
ally for about 10 minutes 
or until kale is tender and 
steak is slightly pink inside. 


Cooking tips 


• You can use two boneless, 
skinless chicken breasts for 
the beef (sliced and cooked 
until no longer pink inside). 
You can also use spinach or 
Swiss chard for the kale. 


• What do you do with 
leftover kale? Kale chips! 
They're crispy, low calorie, 
full of great nutrition, and 
an easy way to increase your 
intake of micronutrients. 



NEW RECIPE! 


! . , 


III jM 


(without the guilt or 
messy orange fingertips) 

A zesty blend of mozzarella, Cheddar 
and blue cheese infused with Frank’s® 
Red Hot® Buffalo Wings Sauce. 



LESS THAN 435 CALORIES 


RecHot 

ic. © 2014 Reckitt Benckiser (Canada) 



FREE Pita 

1UJ.I1TI 


Valid at: 6290 Quinpool Road 
Expires: March 31,2014 


*Valid with coupon only. Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per guest per order. Applicable taxes extra. 
Valid on in store purchases only. Void if copied. Coupon has no cash value. See restaurant for more details. 
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ENGINEERS CONQUER 
DAIIY CHALLENGES 

CELEBRATE THE PROFESSION THIS MONTH 


Most people probably won’t come into 
direct contact with engineers. However, 
every day of their lives, people will come 
across the important work engineers do. 

When you turn on the tap for a glass 
of clean water, an engineer had a role in 
developing the system piping water into 
your home. When you cross the MacKay 
and Macdonald bridges, an engineer 
played a role in ensuring they would be 
safe to cross. 

“Engineers get to help people every 
day,” Marc Bourgeois, Engineers Can¬ 
ada’s lead on outreach, says in an e-mail. 

Medical breakthroughs, environmental 
solutions and new technological devices 
are just a few of the things engineers have 
helped develop. 

March marks National Engineering 
Month, a time to draw attention to the im¬ 
portant work engineers do. More than 500 


events are scheduled across the country to 
celebrate the profession and help people 
better understand what it is about. 

Engineers Nova Scotia’s website, 
engineersnovascotia.ca, has a listing of 
the events taking place in Nova Scotia 
this month. 

By its nature, engineering is a challen¬ 
ging, but fun career. 

“Engineering is about more than 
possessing math, science and technical 
skills,” Bourgeois says. “You need to be 
creative, be interested in finding solutions 
to common and no-so-common challen¬ 
ges, and think outside the box.” 

The job of an engineer is quite varied. 

“An engineer might need to draw plans 
or diagrams for new products or inven¬ 
tions using computers, figure out how 
much it would cost to build and develop 
a new system or product, do a construc¬ 



NOMAD.SOUL/SHUTTERSTOCK 


tion site visit, work in a lab, gather soil 
samples or test a new machine,” Bour¬ 
geois says. 

For children thinking about a career 
in engineering, while it is important to 


take math and science courses (including 
physics), it’s also important to take arts 
courses, such as English, psychology, 
drawing and humanities. A well-rounded 
education will make for a better engineer. 


BRIDGING THE GAP FOR NEWCOMERS 



CONTRIBUTED 


Engineers who are new to both Nova 
Scotia and Canada face many challenges 
in trying to resume their careers, such as 
not having a professional network in Nova 
Scotia or not knowing which companies 
could most benefit from their skills. 

Thankfully, Immigrant Settlement & 
Integration Services (ISIS) offers a formal 
program to help internationally educated 
engineers understand the Canadian work 
environment and the path for them to 
get licensed, as well as offering courses 


and support groups to help support the 
individual. 

“Many clients who have participated 
in our programs cite them as the reason 
for their successful integration into their 
fields,” says Rosalie Hanlon, the co¬ 
ordinator of ISIS’ internationally educated 
engineers bridging program. 

Part of this program involves work¬ 
ing full time for four months with a local 
engineering company. During this time, the 
employer will assess the individual on their 


grasp of different core competencies and 
explain how they can get better at them. 

Hanlon says the majority of engineers 
in the internationally educated engineers 
bridging program are senior engineers who 
have a decade or more of experience when 
they arrive here. 

“They are specialists and strong assets 
to the right company. They want to 
continue their successful careers here in 
Nova Scotia and contribute to building a 
stronger economy.” 
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DESIGNING WITH COMMUNITY IN MIND 



CONTRIBUTED 


How can we connect Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland with 180 kilometres of 
submarine cable? How do we make sure 
a bridge structure will meet a 100-year 
design life? Ask an engineer. 

Engineers at Stantec constantly face 
situations they haven’t come across be¬ 
fore — and it’s their job to come up with 
solutions. The professional consulting and 
design firm thrives in these kinds of situa¬ 
tions because it can reach out to its 13,000 
specialists working in more than 200 loca¬ 


tions to leverage the expertise of its staff. 

With its 330 employees, the Dartmouth 
office is the sixth largest in the company. 

“The strength of being a local busi¬ 
ness is that we develop long-term local 
relationships and develop insights into the 
needs of our clients and our province, but 
we can reach out and combine that with 
world-class sector experience across Can¬ 
ada and the U.S.,” says Paul Sanford, the 
office leader of Stantec’s Dartmouth office. 

Locally, the company’s engineers work 


on many notable projects, including the 
Nova Centre, the Seaport market, Pier 21, 
Metro Transit’s Bridge Terminal and the 
Ragged Lake Roadway Connector. 

Stantec’s promise is to “design with 
community in mind.” Stantec team mem¬ 
bers consider the science, aesthetics and 
technology that go into a design, as well 
as how that design will fit into and benefit 
the local community. Stantec’s work is 
always guided by community, creativity, 
and client relationships. 


CBCL AN ENGINEERING SOLUTION PROVIDER 


While often overlooked, engineers play a 
vital role in our daily lives. 

“We design the fabric of the infra¬ 
structure of our communities,” says Kent 
Lane, P.Eng., the director of corporate 
affairs at CBCL Limited. “It is a very 
rewarding career. We have to make sure 
we do things right and make sure we take 
the health and safety of the people of the 
community into account when we are 
carrying out our designs.” 

CBCL opened its doors in 1955 with 


an office in Halifax. Today, the company 
has grown to become one of the most 
successful multidisciplinary engineer¬ 
ing firms in Atlantic Canada and has 300 
employees spread across its eight regional 
offices. 

CBCL is regarded as an excellent com¬ 
pany to work for and has won numerous 
awards to back up that kind of claim. For 
this year alone, it was named the busi¬ 
ness of the year by the Halifax Chamber 
of Commerce, was a winner of Deloitte’s 


Canada’s best managed companies pro¬ 
gram and was also selected as one of At¬ 
lantic Canada’s top 25 employers by the 
editors of Canada’s Top 100 Employers. 

“I’m very proud to work at CBCL, it’s 
a great organization to be a part of,” Lane 
says. 

The company is employee owned, 
which helps create an environment where 
open communication flourishes and 
employees experience a true sense of 
achievement in the work they produce. 






Engineering 
and Environmental 
Design and Consulting 



info@CBCLca www.CBCL.ca 

Halifax • Sydney • Charlottetown • Saint John • Fredericton • Moncton 
St. John's • Happy Valley-Goose Bay 
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A new Sunrise 


MLB. Kinsler says harsh 
comments about former 
team taken out of context 


NHL Luongo era in 
Vancouver ends with 
trade to Panthers 


For a while, Roberto Luongo 
was the starting goaltender for 
the Vancouver Canucks, and 
then at certain points one of 
their goaltenders. 

By Tuesday afternoon as he 
settled down for a pre-game 
nap, Luongo seemed satisfied 
to be starting a game for the 
Canucks. Then he got the call 
from general manager Mike 
Gillis that a deal was worked 
out to send him to the Florida 
Panthers. 

“Just when I was starting to 
let my guard down a little bit, 
what do you know, the trade 
happens,” Luongo told repor¬ 
ters in Arizona. “So that’s the 
way it goes.” 

The way it went was a stun¬ 
ning end to Luongo’s roller¬ 
coaster tenure in Vancouver 
that included a trip to the 
Stanley Cup final, a demotion 
behind Coiy Schneider, de¬ 
mands to trade him and finally 
a seat on the bench for the 
Heritage Classic he waited so 
long to start in. Florida gets the 
final eight seasons of Luongo’s 
$64-million US, 12-year con¬ 
tract along with ECHL forward 
Steve Anthony, and the Can¬ 
ucks get young goalie Jacob 
Markstrom and forward Shawn 
Matthias. 

This trade ends almost three 
years of drama between Luon¬ 
go and the Canucks. 

“Am I happy about resolu¬ 
tion of the situation? Yes, I 
am,” Gillis said on a conference 
call Tuesday night. “These are 
tough decisions. It takes a lot 
of courage to trade a player 
like Roberto Luongo and insert 
young players into your lineup, 
but we felt strongly that this 
was the right time frame to 



Also on the move 


Not a lot of wiggle room 


• Minnesota acquired 
goaltender Ilya Bryzgalov 
from Edmonton in 
exchange for a fourth- 
round draft pick. Edmonton 
then traded for netminder 
Viktor Fasth from Anaheim 
for a fifth-round pick this 
year and a third-round 
selection in the 2015 draft. 


• The New York Islanders 
sent defenceman Andrew 
MacDonald to Philadelphia 


for a pair of draft picks and 
minor-league centre Matt 
Mangene. 


• Washington acquired 

forward Dustin Pennerfrom 
Anaheim for a fourth-round 
pick in this year's draft. 


• Montreal acquired 

defenceman Mike Weaver 
from Florida in exchange 
for a fifth-round pick in 

2015. 



According to the 
CapGeek.com salary 
cap website, 8 teams 
have no actual cap 
space and can only 
add players using 
long-term injured 
reserve allowance space. The Toronto 
Maple Leafs are close to that and are 
expected to have about $1 million available 
once they activate Dave Bolland off LTIR. 


think that way, and this was 
the first opportunity to act on 
it.” 

This was the final curtain, 
though trade talk surrounded 
Luongo for two off-seasons. 
On Tuesday afternoon before 
he caught a flight to meet his 
new team he reiterated that he 


thought his contract was “un- 
tradeable.” 

Luongo said the trade 
caught him off-guard, and with 
reports swirling that the Can¬ 
ucks gave agent Pat Brisson 
permission to speak with other 
teams over the weekend, Gillis 
wasn’t sure how to answer a 


question about whether he ac¬ 
tually believed the 34-year-old 
was stunned. 

“I don’t know what to say 
about that,” Gillis said. “I know 
I woke Roberto up when I 
called him so maybe he was 
in shock and having a dream. 
I don’t know.” the Canadian press 


Lee tops Dickey, but Jays get win 



Cliff Lee gave up a run in 
three innings, out-pitching 
fellow Cy Young Award win¬ 
ner R.A. Dickey, but Adam 
Lind and Dan Johnson each 
homered for the Toronto Blue 
Jays in a 5-3 victoiy over the 
Philadelphia Phillies on Tues¬ 
day night. 

Lee, the 2008 AL Cy Young 
winner with Cleveland, al¬ 
lowed three hits and struck 
out two. He matched up 
against the 2012 NL winner — 
with the New York Mets — for 


Spring training 


513 

Blue Jays Phillies 


the second time in six days. 

“Cliff was solid, a normal 
outing for him,” Philadelphia 
manager Ryne Sandberg said. 


“He had his fastball command 
and he made some good pitch¬ 
es. I thought he looked sharp.” 

Dickey yielded three runs 
and four hits in four innings 
of his second spring start. He 
struck out two and walked 
three. 

“I felt strong, which is all 
I really care about right now,” 
Dickey said. “Being able to get 
up and down (for four innings) 
early in spring, feeling great, 
that’s important for me.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Ian Kinsler was expecting this 
kind of reaction — even if he 
didn’t agree with the way his 
comments were portrayed. 

Kinsler, who was traded 
from Texas to the Detroit Tigers 
in the off-season, said Tuesday 
some critical statements at¬ 
tributed to him in an ESPN The 
Magazine story were taken out 
of context. Kinsler was quoted 
as calling Rangers general man¬ 
ager Jon Daniels a “sleazeball.” 

“I’m not happy about it. I 
think that the stoiy was writ¬ 
ten for drama, and taken a lit¬ 
tle out of context,” the Tigers’ 
new second baseman said. “I 
understand there were some 
things directed at the GM, but 
as far as my teammates and the 
fans, there’s nothing negative 
to say about that, and I think 
the quotes taken about the 
general manager were taken a 
little out of context.” 

In the ESPN stoiy, Kinsler 
blamed Daniels for the depar¬ 
ture of Rangers CEO Nolan 
Ryan, who left the organization 
in October. 

“Daniels is a sleazeball,” 
Kinsler was quoted as say¬ 
ing. “He got in good with the 
owners and straight pushed 
Ryan out. He thought all the 
things he should get credit 



Tigers second baseman Ian Kinsler 
has gotten heat for saying he hopes 
his former team, the Rangers, “go 

0-162 GETTY IMAGES 


for, Ryan got credit for. It’s just 
ego.” 

Kinsler was also quoted as 
saying he hopes the Rangers 
lose every game this season: 
“To be honest with you, I hope 
they go 0-162.” 

Kinsler seemed surprised 
that comment in particular 
had gotten so much attention. 

“That’s a matter of telling a 
joke,” he said. 

At their spring camp in 
Surprise, Ariz., the Rangers 
seemed to take Kinsler’s com¬ 
ments in stride. 

“We won’t go 0-162, guaran¬ 
teed,” manager Ron Washing¬ 
ton Said. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Spring training 


Bucs tame Tigers 

Charlie Morton allowed 
one hit in three score¬ 
less innings, helping the 
Pittsburgh Pirates to a 5-2 
victoiy over the Detroit 
Tigers on Tuesday. 

Kelly had two hits for 
the Tigers, and Austin Jack- 
son hit a two-run homer 
in the fourth for Detroit’s 

runs. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


MLB 


Santana starts 
comeback with 0’s 

Two-time AL Cy Young 
Award winner Johan 
Santana agreed Tuesday to 
a minor-league contract 
with the Baltimore Ori¬ 
oles as he tries to come 
back from the second 
major operation on his 
left shoulder. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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MARCH 1-8 


DAYS 0 N LY 


SALES EVENT 


ONE EVENT. 7 DAYS. ZERO TIME TO WASTE. 

GET UP TO 


10,350 


PULL-AHEAD BONUS CASH 


$1,000+1% “*"“ ct,on 

^ ™ * W ENDS MARCH 31 s ' 

PULL-AHEAD INTO A NEW VEHICLE SOONER. 
EXCLUSIVE TO OUR EXISTING FINANCE/LEASE CUSTOMERS. 


IN TOTAL DISCOUNTS 0 


f 


2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT ULTIMATE FAMILY PACKAGE 


• Air conditioning with Tri-zone 
Temperature Control 

• SiriusXM™ Satellite Radio (includes one 
year of service) 

• Rear air conditioning with heater 


• Steering wheel mounted audio controls 

• Hands-free connectivity with Uconnect™ 
Voice Command with Bluetooth® 

• Includes second row power windows 

• Includes 17-inch aluminum wheels 


PACKAGE VALUED AT $5,125 - YOU PAY ONLY $1,775! € 


2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CANADA VALUE PACKAGE 

CANADA’S BEST-SELLING MINIVAN FOR 30 YEARS 


Starting From Price for 2014 
Dodge Grand Caravan Crew Plus 
shown: $31,295. § 


18.995 


108 • 4.29 


PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $8,100 CONSUMER CASH? 


FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN 


ALL-NEW 2014 DODGE DART SXT - AUTO WITH AIR CONDITIONING 

THE MOST TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED COMPACT CAR** 


DART SXT GIVES YOU MORE 

• 2.4L 14 MultiAir engine 

• Power windows & locks 


• 6-speed automatic transmission 

• Electronic stability control 


• 16-inch cast aluminum wheels 

• Speed control 


• Air conditioning 

• Steering wheel mounted 


• Keyless entry 

audio controls 






124 “" @ 4.99 


% 



FOR 60 MONTHS 
WITH $498 DOWN 


Starting From Price for 
2014 Dodge Dart Aero 
shown: $19,995? 



( 2014 DODGE JOURNEY SXT ULTIMATE JOURNEY PACKAGE A 

• Remote start 

• Uconnect™ hands-free 

• 8.4-inch touch screen display 

• Power sunroof 

communication 

• Universal garage door opener 

• ParkView® rear back-up 

with Bluetooth® 

* 6 premium speakers with 

camera with Park-Sense® 

• 2nd row overhead 9-inch screen 

subwoofers 

rear park assist 

• Air conditioning with Tri-zone 

• SiriusXM™ Satellite Radio (includes 


Temperature Control 

one year of service) 

L PACKAGE VALUED AT $7,140 - YOU PAY ONLY $2,145! € * 


2014 DODGE JOURNEY CANADA VALUE PACKAGE 

CANADA’S #1 SELLING CROSSOVER A 


Starting From Price for 
2014 Dodge Journey R/T AWD 
shown: $30,695? 


18.995 ® 108 • 4.29 

* BI-WEEKLYt FOR 96 MONTHS 


PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $2,000 CONSUMER CASH? 


FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN 


Jeep 


LESS FUEL MORE POWER. GREAT VALUE. 

15 VEHICLES WITH 40 MPG HWY OR BETTER. 
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Volvo’s new V 60 : safe and stylish 




Review. Walking the 
fine line between form 
and function... and 
sometimes crossing it 


MALCOLM GUNN 

wheelbasemedia.com 

Station wagons have been 
around for decades, but perhaps 
no other brand is more identified 
with this form of transportation 
than Volvo. That’s what makes 
the 2015 V60 Sportswagon such 
an important addition to the 
Sweden-based (and Geely of 
China-owned) fleet. 

In many respects the V60 
represents a return to Volvo’s 
roots. There hasn’t been a front- 
wheel-drive canyall in the 
brand’s North American lineup 
since the V70 was retired after 
the 2010 model year. That left 
just the all-wheel-drive XC70 
with its hiked-up suspension 
and blaclced-out trim as the 
company’s wagon flag-bearer. 

In cargo capacity the V60 
comes up a bit shorter than you 
would think when compared to 
the old V70. That’s the cost of 
style, apparently. 


The elegant interior fea¬ 
tures a unique “waterfall” con¬ 
trol panel that flows downward 
from the dashboard onto the 
floor console. There’s storage 
space behind the flat panel, 
which is pretty standard for 
Volvo. The rest of the cabin 
displays considerable premium 
content with the optional well- 
bolstered seats being precisely 
what you would expect in a car 
that uses the Sportswagon tag. 

There’s also plenty of sport¬ 
ing content to be found under 
the hood. The V60 and S60 
will be the first Volvos to reach 
North America with a brand 
new engine. The turbocharged 
2.0-litre four-cylinder “Drive-E” 
that will be available starting 
this summer generates 240 
horsepower and 258 pound- 
feet of torque. All of Volvo’s 
powerplants will eventually 
be based off the Drive-E, but 
for the time being buyers can 
also select the turbocharged 
2.5-litre five-cylinder in the T5 
AWD that makes 250 horse¬ 
power and 266 pound-feet 
of torque. Also offered is the 
turbocharged 3.0-litre six-cylin¬ 
der in the AWD R-Design that 
produces 325 horsepower and 
354 pound-feet of torque. 


2015 Volvo V60 


•Type. Four-door, front-/all-wheel- 
drive wagon 


• Engines (hp). 2.0-litre DOHC14, TC 
(240); 2.5-litre DOHC 15 , TC (250); 
3 . 0 -litre DOHC 16 , TC (325-345) 


• Transmissions. Eight (2.0) and six- 
speed automatic (std. 2.5,3.0) 


• Base price (incl. destination). 

$41,500 


For a veiy select group of 
V60/S60 buyers, the perform¬ 
ance-focused limited-edition 
Polestar ups the 3.0’s output 
to 345 horsepower and 369 
pound-feet. An eight-speed 
automatic transmission con¬ 
nects to the 2.0, while a six- 
speed automatic handles the 
cog-swapping chores for the 
five- and six-cylinder models. 

Definitely helping the fuel 
economy in the city is technol¬ 
ogy that stops the engine when 
the V60 is briefly stationaiy 
then automatically restarts it 
when the brake pedal is re¬ 
leased. Volvo will also eventu¬ 
ally offer a turbo-diesel and a 


Design 


The V60 is an offshoot of 
the S60 sedan and shares 
much of its physical traits. 
However in back, the V60 
presents one of the more 
attractively sculpted hatch¬ 
es to grace any wagon. In 
most key measurements, 
length, width and distance 
between the front and rear 
wheels, both sedan and 
wagon are in a dead heat. 


plug-in hybrid version of the 
V60. Base V60 models, regard¬ 
less of power choice, arrive 
with climate control, heated 
front seats, power moonroof 
and a power parking brake. 

The remaining trim levels 
— Premier, Premier Plus and 
Platinum — add notable fea¬ 
tures such as a rear park assist 
camera, power-retractable out¬ 
side mirrors, navigation system 
and premium audio. The top- 
Swede T6 R-Design comes with 
leather-covered sport seats, key¬ 
less start and 18-inch alloys. Of 
course safety-conscious Volvo 
offers an impressive selection 
of advanced crash-avoidance 


Engine 


Along with a Volvo-measured 
zero-to-96-km-h (60-mph) 
time of 6.1 seconds, a major 
Drive-e bonus will be a fuel- 
consumption rating that’s 
expected to be significantly 
lower than the inline five- 
cylinder’s 9.91/100 km city 
and 6.5 highway. 


aids. Notably, there’s collision 
warning with pedestrian and 
cyclist detection as well as a 
Road Side Information Camera 
that projects speed-limit and 
no-passing signs onto the driv¬ 
er information screen. The car 
can warn the driver if the speed 
limit is exceeded. 

It’s that sort of unique safety 
gear that over the years has 
earned Volvo beloved-brand 
status. Ultimately, however, it’s 
the V60 Sportswagon’s sleek 
lines, inviting interior accouter¬ 
ments and potent, yet new-age 
thrift-conscious powertrains that 
will help propel more youthful 
buyers into the Volvo fold. 
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Automakers to take bite of Apple’s new system 



CarPlay. Technology 
giant’s attempt to 
infiltrate the inside of 
your vehicle is impressive 
and ‘kind of a big deal' 


AUTO 

PILOT 

Mike Goetz 
drive@metronews.ca 


“I don’t know how to put 
this, but I’m kind of a big 
deal.” 

Ron Burgundy said that in 
Anchorman, but you get the 
feeling Apple might say that 
too, though not too loudly, 
at this week’s auto show 
in Geneva, as several show 
vehicles from Volvo, Ferrari 
and Mercedes-Benz are set 
to debut and demonstrate 
Apple’s CarPlay. 

CarPlay is Apple’s way 
of infiltrating its operating 
system (OS) into the nerve 
centre of the automobile — 
it will allow you do every¬ 
thing you could do with your 


iPhone while driving, but 
through the vehicle’s built-in 
infotainment display. 

Net result: the vehicle’s 
display will feature recogniz¬ 
able Apple icons for music, 
phone, messages, navigation, 
etc. Volvo is introducing its 
new user interface on a con¬ 
cept displayed at Geneva, but 
the first production Volvo to 
feature it will be the all-new 
Volvo XC90 coming later this 
year — touted as the first 
vehicle to offer CarPlay. 

According to Apple’s web¬ 
site, Hyundai, Jaguar and 
Honda will join Volvo, Fer¬ 
rari and Mercedes-Benz as 
the first six automakers to of¬ 
fer upcoming 2014 vehicles 
with CarPlay. 

A whole bunch of other 
automakers also commit¬ 
ted to roll out CarPlay, but a 
little further down the pike. 

Apple says CarPlay can be 
operated with whatever con¬ 
trols the vehicle is equipped 
with, be they touch-screen, 
voice, rotary, or even a “joy 
stick” system like BMW’s in¬ 
famous iDrive. 

No doubt that all the car 
makers, and the tech com¬ 
panies with a vested inter¬ 


est like Google and Apple, 
are tiying to give us all this 
great stuff with the easiest 
and safest interfaces pos¬ 
sible, but the possibility of 
increased driver distraction 
is something that will always 
doggedly follow the technol¬ 
ogy- 

There is just so much of it. 

And there’s the catch 22 


of when it’s easier to use 
and blazingly beautiful, you 
just end up using it more. 
Like downing a bucket of 
low-cal ice-cream — good 
it’s low-cal, but overall 
more bad because it’s a 
whole bucket. 

Reports are circulating 
that the U.S. vehicle trans¬ 
portation safety agency, 


NHTSA, is worried about 
the increasing number of 
Americans getting killed in 
crashes involving a distract¬ 
ed driver, and is consid¬ 
ering a ban on certain kinds 
of complex infotainment 
controls. “Joy stick” sys¬ 
tems, for example, require 
an extra level of eye scan¬ 
ning, because the control 


device is not directly beside 
the display. 

NHTSA may also have a 
concern with touch screens 

— they are notorious for 
delays and false entrees, 
leaving drivers wondering 

— and distracted — about if 
they actually achieved their 
desired selection. 

“There is a reason jet 
cockpits don’t have touch 
screens,” said Greg Horn, 
who follows industry trends 
for Mitchell, a leading sup¬ 
plier of tools and training 
programs for the auto in¬ 
dustry. 

“You have this tactile 
switch. You are instantan- 
eity aware that you have 
pushed that button, and the 
function is complete.” 

Horn also noted that Lin¬ 
coln’s new MKC is actually 
backing away from touch 
screens a bit, by having a 
few more rotary knobs than 
the previous version of Lin¬ 
coln MyTouch. 

All said, I am looking for¬ 
ward to CarPlay, and I will 
try to not lose my head or 
get too distracted when I in¬ 
evitably encounter Apple’s 
spinning pinwheel of death. 



Autobahn for All 



Autobahn Cash 


Jetta Hybrid and GLI amount shown. 


The 2014 Jetta costs as 
little as a lunch per day. 



Own it from 


$84 E 2.92& $500 


Autobahn 

Cash** 


$1,764 down payment 



Das Auto. 


1-800 DRIVE VW vw.ca 

*Limited time finance purchase offer available through Volkswagen Finance, on approved credit. Base MSRP of $16,385 for a new and unregistered 2014 Jetta 2.0L base model with 5-speed manual transmission, including $1,395 freight and PDI, financed at 2.9% APR for 84 months equals 182 
bi-weekly payments of $84. $1,764 down payment. Cost of borrowing is $1,467 for a total obligation of $17,052. PPSA fee, license, insurance, registration, any dealer or other charges, options and applicable taxes are extra. **$500 available on cash purchase, finance or lease (through Volkswagen 
Finance, on approved credit) of a new and unregistered 2014 Jetta 2.0L base model, and up to $1,000 on a new and unregistered 2014 Jetta 1.4L Hybrid / 2.0L GLI. Discount varies by model. Dealer may sell or lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Offers end March 31, 2014 and 
are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Model shown: 2014 Jetta 1.8L Highline, $24,490. Vehicle may not be exactly as shown. Visit vw.ca or your Volkswagen dealer for details. "Volkswagen”, the Volkswagen logo, “Das Auto & Design”, "Jetta” and “Autobahn for All” are registered 
trademarks of Volkswagen AG. © 2014 Volkswagen Canada. 
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At 0.99% APR for 84 months. Offer includes $2,500 in 
manufacturer rebates and excludes freight and taxes. 


2014 FIESTA 


BEST-IN-CLASS 
HIGHWAY FUEL 
CONSUMPTION 


ISA 


r 1 


rl 


i j /: 


PER LITRE 

UP TO 2,000 LITRES 


ON SELECT NEW 

UEL-EFFICIENT 

2014 MODELS 


WITH THE PURCHASE 

NEW 2014 CARS, CUVs AND SUVs 

MAXIMUM LITRE LIMIT VARIES BY MODEL (UP TO 1,000L ON FOCUS) 




l I 




((iSiriusxm )) 


Available in most new 
Ford vehicles with 6-month 
pre-paid subscription 


THE 

WORLDS 

BEST-SELLING* 

CAR NAMEPLATE 


Enjoy the peace of mind of having your price locked in at the pump 
for up to 2,000 litres. Visit your Atlantic Ford Store today. 


Go Further 

| atlanticford.ca | 


OWN THE 2014 FIESTA S HATCH 


§65 wT™ SQ’^OWN $ 11,428 


At 0.99% APR for 84 months. Offer includes $2,500 in 
manufacturer rebates and excludes freight and taxes. 

■ AM/FM Stereo/CD/MP 3 -capable ■ Remote 
Keyless Entry ■ Easy Fuel ■ Capless fuel-filler 


[A 1) 5.1L/100KM 55MPG HWY~' 
6.9L/100KM 41MPGcity~ 


2014 FIESTA 

-WITH AVAILABLE- 


Titanium Hatchback Model Shown 


OWN THE 2014 FOCUS S SEDAN 


$ 13,228 




$0 


BI-WEEKLY 


WTH 


DOWN 


5.5L/100KM 51MPG HWY' 
7.8L/iookm 36MPGcity 


%-&o.c*&oost 




Driving is not just about getting from Point A to B. It’s also about having fun on the way. And more fun for less is what the Focus is all 
about. With Remote Keyless Entry to help you start your journey quicker and Air-Conditioning to keep you cool and 
comfortable, the interior features of the Focus make it a dream to drive. On the road, you’ll discover one surprise after another - like 
Torque Vectoring Control that keeps you hugging the road around every curve and Active Grill Shutters that reduce 
drag and bump up your fuel efficiency. So jump into a new Focus and turn the streets into one long, fun ride. 




Titanium Model Shown 
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The future is now: A car seat with a brain 


Driving Force. This 
new pre-adjustment 
technology is not to be 
confused with a memory 
seat and it can all be 
operated through your 
smart phone 


JIL 

MCINTOSH 

Drive@metronews.ca 

One of the keys to safe, com¬ 
fortable driving is having 
your seat adjusted properly. 
While you currently have to 
do it yourself, it may not be 
long before your car sets it¬ 
self to exactly the right pos¬ 
ition for you, even before 
you get in. 


Automotive seat manu¬ 
facturer Johnson Controls 
has developed a system that 
automatically adjusts the 
power seat to your size, or 
to anyone else who is driv¬ 
ing the car. 

“(It uses) the height of 
the occupant as the input 
to automatically adjust the 
seat motors for optimal 
positioning,” says Deb 
Wines, director of new tech¬ 


nologies for Johnson Con¬ 
trols Automotive Seating. 

“Passengers can enter 
their height via a smart 
phone, or an on-board 
camera could be used to 
determine the occupant’s 
height.” 

The development is ac¬ 
tually an algorithm that 
uses a person’s size to de¬ 
termine everything that 
goes into proper seat 


Autobahn for All 



BRAND NEW! 2013 PASSAT 

LIMITED SUPPLY* SPECIAL OFFER • ONLY AT STEELE VW 

Alloy Wheels • Bluetooth • Dual Zone Climate Control ■ 


$149 *OCOD 

M bi-weekly INCLUDES ALL TAXES & FEES 



^Steele 

VOLKSWAGEN 


696 Windmill Road 
Burnside in Dartmouth 
Phone: 902.468.6411 
TollFree: 1 888 785.2989 
www.steelevw.ca 

*0n approved credit, amortized over 96 months. NO SURPRISES, ALL TAXES AND FEES INCLUDED. Subject to prior sale, supplies are limited. Vehicle shown for display purposes only, includes optional equipment. 


adjustment: the distance 
from the steering wheel, 
the seat’s height, how the 
cushion is tilted, how far 
back the seat is reclined, 
and the position of the head 
restraint. 

It wasn’t a simple task, 
since preliminary research 
determined it wasn’t 
enough to use leg length 
to figure out how far back 
the seat had to be, or torso 
length to adjust the seat’s 
height. Instead, the develop¬ 
ers found that measuring 
the body overall gave them 
the information needed to 
find exactly the right pos¬ 
ition for almost all users. 

The system differs from 
a memory seat, which many 
cars already have. 

These power-operated 
seats store one or more 
positions after the oc¬ 
cupants have made the 
adjustments to the seats 
themselves, and then return 
to each position when a but¬ 
ton is pushed or, in some 
vehicles, a specific key fob 
is used to open the car. 

On the new automatic 
system, the seat does the 
work itself, making all the 
necessary adjustments after 
the driver has entered his 
or her height through a 
smartphone app, or into the 
car’s vehicle settings. 

And unlike a memory 
seat, the system can use the 
smartphone app to adjust 
itself even before a driver 
gets into the car for the 
very first time. 


Take note 


• Position is paramount. 

The correct seating 
position gives you better 
visibility, reduces fatigue, 
and helps prevent injury in 
a crash. 

• See for yourself. 

Test by putting your wrist 
on the top of the steering 
wheel. You should have a 
slight bend in your elbow, 
but still be at least 25 cm 
from the wheel. 

• Different rules up front. 

Front-seat passengers 
should sit up straight and 
never put their feet on the 
dash, since the airbag can 
cause severe leg damage 
in a crash. 


“The pre-adjustment 
technology can be used by 
any number of difference 
occupants using the same 
vehicle,” Wines says. “This 
is an important distinc¬ 
tion when it comes to fleet 
vehicles, rentals, (or) car¬ 
sharing.” 

The system is ready 
for integration into new 
vehicles, and Johnson Con¬ 
trols is able to provide it 
worldwide to its automaker 
customers. “Once we re¬ 
ceive a customer order, 
we expect to see this in 
vehicles in as little as two 
years,” Wines says. 
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Parts department 

WHEELBASE MEDIA 


Back-and-knee relief 

The people at BedRug, makers of popular pickup bed 
liners on the market, have a really simple solution for 
working beneath your vehicle anytime and anywhere. The 
foldable 120-by-60-centimetre TrackMat resists stains, oil 
and other chemicals, while providing plenty of cushioned 
comfort for your knees and back. The product is also made 
with the same kind of material used in life jackets, so it 
will repel water and mildew. When not in use, TrackMat 
folds in half for easy storage. You can get the full details, 
including a full list of retail outlets, at bedrug.com. You can 
also purchase 
TrackMat 
for $30 US 
through a 
number of 
online resell¬ 
ers, including 
autoanything. 
com. 


What if? Hey, why not! 

Between 1969 and 2002, the Pontiac Firebird was part of 
General Motors’ two-model “pony car” lineup that also in¬ 
cluded the Chevrolet Camaro. The Pontiac brand is long gone, 
but that hasn’t stopped Projx Auto of Detroit, Mich., from 
manufacturing its ZTA Appearance Package. The company’s 
kit allows any current-generation Camaro owner to convert 
their car into a modern-day Firebird Trans Am... or at least the 
way it might have looked if Pontiac was still around. The basic 
package includes new front and rear bumper assemblies, 
grille, tail lamps, rear spoiler and engine-mounted “shaker” 
hood scoop. Op¬ 
tional is the iconic 
Trans Am hood 
decal and fully 
functional shaker. 

Prices start at US 
$4,950. Check out 
the Trans Am Ap¬ 
pearance Package 
at ztafirebird.com. 


Stuck for traction 

There are lot of winter-traction devices out there that 
largely sit unused in the back of your vehicle for that time 
when you’re stuck. It might never come, but if you want to 
get out without tying up a lot of money, we have a tip. The 
Tread Ahead is a simple-to-use device is designed to pro¬ 
vide an equal amount of grip on both sides so it remains 
in place while you extricate your vehicle from ice and 
snow. Tread Ahead works by wedging the 34-centimetre- 
long device beneath the tire, then slowly driving out of 
trouble. As a 
bonus, you can 
also use Tread 
Ahead as an 
emergency ice 
scraper. You can 
see the product 
in action on 
YouTube. It sells 
for $15-$20 US 
on amazon.com 
and ebay.com. 
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realstar management 

it’s your home 


Ask about our 
rental incentives 


*No Security Deposit on Some Suites. 


Baker Arms & 

Wexford 
Apartments 

105 & 144 Baker Drive 

1-866-947-5956 
1 BR, 2 BR 

& 2 BR Large Suites* Overlooking Russell 

Lake in Dartmouth 

• Modern Suites with Spacious Balconies 

• 6 Appliances • New Blinds 

• Games Room • Fob Access 

• In-suite Laundry • 24/7 On-site Staff 

• Exercise Room • In-suite AC A 

bakerarms.wexford@realstar.ca 


Bedford 


■ 

Heights 


A*’ ■ ^ 

2240 Bedros Lane 

f. 

d 1 

1-888-698-1430 

ijgl 

B H 

1 BR, 2 BR, 


^ * 

2 BR Large & 3 BR* 

Overlooking Bedford Basin 

• Modern Suites with Spacious Balconies 


• 6 Appliances 

• New Blinds 


• In-suite Laundry 

• Fob Access 


• 2 Full Baths 

• Cat Friendly 


• 24/7 Exercise Room 

• 24/7 On-site Staff 


bedfordheights@realstar.ca 




Stonecrest 

Village 

80 Chipstone Close 
1-888-551-3754 
1 BR, 2BR, 

2 BR Large, 3BR 
& 3 BR + Den* 

• 5 Appliances A 

• Private Balcony 

• In-suite Storage 

• 24/7 Deluxe Laundry 
» Community Room 



Park like setting close 
to Bayer’s Lake Park 
New Blinds 
In-Suite Laundry A 
24/7 On-site Staff 
Cat Friendly 
Underground Parking 


stonecrestvillage@realstar.ca 



Garrison 
Watch 

5536 Sackville Street 

1-866-957-7054 
1 BR, 1 BR + Den, 

2 BR, & 2 BR j i yt u r 

I arap Qiiitpc* In the Heart of 

Large suites Downtown Halifax 

• Modern Suites in Downtown Halifax 

• In-suite Laundry • 6 Appliances 

• Pet Friendly (Cats & Dogs) • New Blinds 

• Spacious Suites • Fob Access 

• In-suite AC A • 24/7 On-site Staff 

garrisonwatch@realstar.ca 


A on selected suites 


Follow us 

f * m V For more information visit: WWW.realstar.Ca 



Watkins - L Langille & Lucella's Homemade Goodies 
The wig Experts • Points East Retail • GAU Games & Collectibles 
Matelot Militaria Medals Court Mounted • Steve's Diecast Cars 
Third Eye Blind - Games & Collectibles • The what'Chamacallit Shop 
MiniGifts 4 U.ca • Prince of Bling • Randy's Collectibles • Boone's Books 
Tupperware - Anne Schultz • Gary's Popcorn, Mini Donuts & Slushies 
Joan's Miscellany Boutique • Kitty Tent Lady & Avon 


NEW SIMPLE GIFTS 
WED-FRI 11-2 I SAT-SUN 9-4 
SAT & SUN ADMISSION $1 
HOME OF THE $10.00 TABLES 


42 Canal St, Dartmouth 407*3323 • harbourviewmarket.com 


EXPRESS 

MOVING 

17ft Truck & 2 Men 
$70.00 per hour 
No Minimum, 

No Gas Surcharge 
Residential & Commercial 
Local & Long Distance 

219-8591 


MASSAGE THERAPY 


John Panter, 

Certified Rolfer™ 


Are you 
tired of 
chronic 
pain...? 



902 425 2612 • fareast@auracom.com 


visit metronews.ca 

[metr# 
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APARTMENTS 


WOW! 

$1000 Move In 

Incentive!* 

Newly renovated 1,2 & 3 BR units 

Starting at just $600 

Clean and spacious apartments. 

Located on Rolieka Dr & Churchill Court, in Dartmouth. 
Comfortable walking distance to shopping, 
dining and banking.Short drive to Mic Mac Mall 
and Dartmouth Crossing. On Metro Transit 
Bus Routes #10 & #54 

Call 902-830-1296 

or email pinegreenpark@hotmail.ca 

for more details, 

*To new qualified tenants 



Only a few units remaining! 


Open House Saturday and Sunday 2-4 PM 

Located near Burnside minutes from 
downtown Halifax and Dartmouth. 

• Spacious 2 Bedroom Suites 

• 5 Stainless Steel Appliances 

• Fitness Room 

• Dynamic Views 

• Quality Finishes 

• Heat & Hot Water Included 

• Indoor Parking 


902431 7006 
Rentals.eagleview@gmail.com 
Eternity Developments 


The Chateau Royale 
at Russell Lake 

DARTMOUTH'S PREMIERE APARTMENT LOCATION 


pH rra 


Nr_ 

Luxurious 2-3 Bedroom Apartments 

Walking distance to shops • Granite Countertop 
Expansive floor plans • Entertainment Room 

6 Appliances • Beautiful Large Kitchen 

Luxury Flooring • Underground Parking 

Gym 

300 Royale Blvd | Russell Lake 


Call 488-3333 or 830-0788 

Open House Daily 10am-3pm or by appointment. 


The Majestic 

64 Bedros Lane 


This view could be yours! 

55+ do not pay damage deposit 

Open House • Saturday & Sunday 2-4pm or by appointment 


With only 6 units per floor, The Majestic creates a cozy welcoming feel. Our sunfilled 
hallways over look the Ravines Trail, so you can enjoy the lush nature that surrounds 
you. With 4 spacious, well designed layouts, all with a harbour view, and no neighbours 
across the hall, you will be sure to find a unit that best meets your living needs. 

Ask about our Travellers Piece of Mind package. 

■ Heat / Hot Water / ■ Underground Parkin g -_L arge balconies 

Air Conditioning Included ■ Large Private Storage ■ Walking and biking trails 

■ 6 Appliances ■ Gym ■ Convenient Location 

FREE Eastlink Internet, Phone and Cable for one full year! 


Each unit has a stunning view of Halifax Harbour 

830-9000 


The Jfunting 

at 58 MoCtwoocf Court /v o 





LtioQirious Ltving 

On The (Peah^ 
Of Mount Sfope 

info@blueiron.ca 


Premium Amenities 

* Spacious 1,2, & 3 
Bedroom Suites 
from 995to 2170 sq.ft. 

* Six Full Size Appliances 
Including Self Cleaning oven 

* Granite Countertops 
* Guest Suite & Fitness Room 

* Deluxe Tenants Lounge 

* Rooftop Terrace 
Underground Parking 

* Indoor Car Wash Bay 

* Pet Friendly 

6 Floors of Breathtaking Views and the Latest in Luxury 



at no 
extra 
cost. 



FIND YOUR PERFECT HOME 


Prince Joe Costle Fenwick Tower Palace Royale 


5/78 south Street 
fejctretors avertable for $825 
1 Bedroorm avertable (or S95Q 

Cal Sieve at 600-7061 

Emai piolempMonpfoeerftet co 



jjp’-- 

■■ 


5599 FonwtCk StTGOt 
IXhtto Overtook) (Or $525 
? bedrooms strxHr\jaf $1120 
4 Dedraorro av ert able lor 91750 

Cal 630*7061 



333 Main Avenue 

2 Bedrooms sfarltng a* $ 129ft 

Cafl Sieve at 660-9111 

Crroil prsrfompiolonproportvei co 



TP 


liwm ION I TKOrtKIKS 

UaUfmCi I* Chalet for Apart mint! 


TempletonProperties.ca 


^ Met Cap 



Ask About 
our Pet 
Friendly 
Apartments. 

View Today! 


DARTMOUTH 

31 & 35 Highfield Park Dr. 
11 Joseph Young Dr. 

1BR + Den $579, 

2BR $649-8659' 

Utilities Extra. 1 Parking included 

Call 402-6287 

1 & 3 Farthington Place 
1BR $619, 2BR $739 

Heat & Hot Water included 

Call 789-9981 

356 Windmill Rd. 

1BR $639 

All inclusive 

Call 839-0474 


11 Glenview 

1BR $579, 2BR $699 

Heat & Hot Water included, 
close to Hospital and NSCC 

Call 830-2158 


15/25/35 Leaman 
Bach $539,1BR $649 

Heat & Hot Water included 

Call 789-9963 

36-36A, 65 & 81 Primrose 

Bach $549,1BR $619, 2BR $769 

Heat & Hot Water included 

Call 402-2915 


6-16 Nivens 

Bach $539, 1BR $619, 2BR $768 

All utilities included 

Call 402-6287 


HALIFAX 

1 & 11 Drysdale Rd. 

2RR $669 

Heat & Hot Water included 

Call 830-1038 


22-40 River Rd. 

1BR $605, 2BR $669 

Heat & Hot Water included 

Call 830-1038 


211-221 Glenferest 

2BR $629 
Call 830-2149 
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Horoscopes 


T Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

Today's cosmic set-up is 
fortunate, but only if you are 
prepared to get out into the 
world. You know the saying: It's 
not so much what you know 
that matters as who you know. 

^ Libra 

Sept. 24-Oct. 23 

Too often in the past you have 
lacked the confidence to 
follow through on an idea. 

Now, you will look and act as if 
you can't fail. And you won't. 

1U Scorpio 

Oct. 24 - Nov. 22 

Venus, the planet that helps 
smooth over difficulties, 
moves into the domestic area 
of your chart today. Use its 
influence to reorder your 
home life in ways that suit 
your needs. 

V Taurus 

April 21 - May 21 

Now is the time to prove 
yourself. With your ruler 

Venus moving into the career 
area of your chart, you will 
impress people of power with 
ease — if you make the effort. 

II Gemini 

May 22 - June 21 

Venus, planet of emotional 
and material values, moves in 
your favour today, making it 
necessary to think about who 
and what means the most to 
you. You know the answer 
already, but remind yourself. 

ft Sagittarius 

Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 

You can get through twice as 
much work in half as much 
time as you usually do today. 
But don't spend all your time 
on everyday chores because 
this is also an aspect that 
increases the fun factor. 

0 Cancer 

June 22 - July 23 

Everything is going so well for 
you at the moment that you 
may get a bit suspicious and 
wonder if it's some kind of 
cosmic trick. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. This is a 
genuine lucky streak, so enjoy. 

W Capricorn 

Dec. 22 - Jan. 20 

This should be a productive 
day but there is a danger that 
in your haste to show what 
you can do, you will take on 
too many tasks. Focus on the 
one thing you are great at. 


&Leo 

July 24-Aug. 23 

Venus, planet of love, moves 
into the relationship area of 
your chart today, so anything 
of a partnership nature will go 
well. No matter how busy you 
may be, take time to remind 
that one special person how 
much they mean to you. 

Aquarius 

Jan. 21 - Feb. 19 

There is nothing you cannot 
do. With Venus, planet of 
harmony, joining Mercury in 
your sign today doors will 
open as if by magic and heads 
will turn as you walk down the 
street. You're worth watching. 

H Pisces 

If Virgo 

Aug. 24-Sept. 23 

Remember it's quality, not 
quantity, that counts. If you 
keep that point in mind today, 
everyone will praise you for a 
job well done. If you try to do 
too much you'll please no one. 

Feb. 20 - March 20 

If someone is in trouble today 
you will ride to their rescue, no 
questions asked. While it's 
good of you to be generous 
with your time, you must be 
careful about how you use 
your money. And remember, it 
is YOUR money, sallybrompton 


Today 

* * 


** * 
* * 


-8 /-16‘ 

Flurries 


40* 


Thursday 


^ -6V-13 0 

Mo inly sunny 



Across 

I. Note hit by a 

soprano,_ 

6 . Gene Pitney's 
"Twenty-Four Hours 
from_” 

II. Colorado NHL 
players, to fans 
14. Shakespeare 
comedy: 4 wds. 

16. Sass 

17. The Pursuit of 
Happiness song: 3 
wds. 

18 Jeanne d'Arc, e.g. 

19 . _Z 

20. Chess pieces, e.g. 

21. Sandra Oh's 
Ontario birthplace 
23. His-and-Her 
clothing 

25. Microwaved 

26. Equilibrium 
29. Exuberance 

31. Rice dish 

32. Height: Prefix 
34. Court game org. 

37 • Second Cup, for 
example: 3 wds. 

41. Comic actress Ms. 
Gasteyer 

42. Peace, in Paris 

43 -_had time 

to...” (There was extra 
time, so...) 

44. Dave Clark Five's 

"Catch_You Can” 

46. Ms. Danes 
47 - Chicago airport 
50. Set up 

53 - St._Canadian 

Memorial, in Belgium 
55 - Middle East 
country 


56. Potsie's portrayer 
...his initials-sharers 
59 - Blood-typing 
letters 

60. Toffee brand in 
the tartan wrapper 

63. "_out!” (Limp’s 

call) 

64. Barenaked Ladies 
singer: 2 wds. 

65. Jrs. dads 


66 . Songstress, Taylor 

67. Playwright Eugene 
O'Neill’s daughter's 
namesakes 


Down 

1. Chuckling sounds 

2. Help_hand 

3. Sandwich sort 


4. Brick carrier 

5. Saskatchewan 
town that is home to 
the ‘World's Largest 
Tomahawk': 2 wds. 

6 . Inclines 

7. Imperial decree 

8 . Romanian currency 

9. Stop_ 

10 . Greek goddess 

11. Tatshenshini-_ 


Park, in northwest¬ 
ern BC 

12. ‘V'ofCV 

13. Buy 

15. Actress Ms. An¬ 
derson's 

22. Fun-rhymer 

23. The States fliers, 
commonly 

24. Photocopy 
26. Shelter gr. 


27. Common noun 
suffix 

28. Racing's Romeo 
30. Prune 

32. "Have_trip 

home!” 

33 - Phi's Greek alpha¬ 
bet follower 

34 - "Avatar” (2009) 
species 

35 - Casket stand 

36. Green Gables girl 

38. Prefix meaning 
‘Overi 

39. Soapy-tasting-to- 
some herb 

40. Hatful 
44. Mr. Geller 
45 - Appeared 

46. Construction site 
sight 

47 - “Back Stabbers”: 
1972 hit by The_ 

48. Journalist/broad¬ 
caster, Karina_ 

49 . Then: French 

51. Camera company 

52. "The_has 

spoken.” - Jeff Probst, 
"Survivor” 

54. Zilch 

56. PGA part [abbr.] 
57 - Nelly Furtado's 
2000 debut album: 

‘_, Nelly!' 

58. American SINs 
equivalents 

61. Sob 

62. Ear: Prefix 


Yesterday's Crossword 


Sudoku 



Your #1 weather foreeast now available in HO. 

iw toot toons kr frtatx 

•2»r~ HD 

OTho Weather Network 2014 


How to play 

Fill in the grid, so that every 
row, every column and 
every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1-9. There is no math 
involved. 



5 

1 

7 6 

9 

6 

2 4 

8 

3 

9 


2 

3 1 

5 


6 

1 6 

5 


6 

3 

2 

4 7 

1 

9 

1 2 

5 ' 

6 


The power of light 
is not being scared 
of the dark. 


The IKEA Brighter Lives for Refugees campaign helps bring light 
to UNHCR refugee camps, making them better and safer for the 
families who call them home. From February 3rd to March 29th, 
buy any LED light bulb and the IKEA Foundation will donate $1 to 
brighten the lives of those in need. 

Read more at IKEA.ca/brighterlives 



“UNHCR 

The UN Refugee Agency 


■® 


© Inter IKEA Systems B.V. 2014. 







































































































































































































DART CLEAROim 
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Payments Include The Dartmouth Dodge Protection Package: 


Ah 


\/ 5 year/100,000 km Chrysler Extended Warranty 
Rust Protection / Undercoating / Paint Protector > | 

^ 5 year tire and wheel Protection Package£|| 1 jw 


lowest Interest Rates. O.A.C. 


^DARTMOUTH 

DOD ' ^ Jeep ^ ram 

Wfcete A/iwa <8ex>A& Gam r e& fry 


[9021469 9959 
ddodge.com 





PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE TAXES, FEES, OR PROTECTION PACKAGE. PAYMENTS INCLUDE TAXES, FEES, PROTECTION PACKAGE. $0 DOWN O.A.C. 









